
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Booked by Kwame Alexander Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the power of words 

as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. 
 
The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin Suzy wades through intense grief over the loss of her best 

friend by investigating the rare jellyfish she is convinced was responsible for her friend's death. 
 
The Wild Robot by Peter Brown Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island; her 

only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile inhabitants. 
 
Simon Thorn and the Wolf's Den by Aimee Carter Simon learns he, his mother, and his uncle are all 

Animalgams--able to turn into animals at will, and he may be able to save the Five Animal Kingdoms. 
 
My Life With the Liars by Caela Carter Behind the walls of the compound, life was simple. But on the 

outside, things are different. There are colors and toys and food. There are liars and darkness.  
 

Summerlost by Ally Condie Following the deaths of Cedar Lee’s father and autistic brother, she spends 

the summer working at a Shakespearean theater festival and coming to terms with her grief. 
 
The BFG by Roald Dahl Kidsnatched from her orphanage by a Big Friendly Giant, who spends his life 

blowing happy dreams to children, Sophie concocts a plan to save the world from nine other giants. 
 
Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo Raymie hopes if she wins a local beauty pageant her father will 

come home. She is drawn into an unlikely friendship with a drama queen and a saboteur. 
 
Hour of the Bees by Lindsay Eagar Carol is not happy to be spending the summer helping move her 

grandfather to an assisted living home, but she finds herself fascinated by his amazing stories. 
 
The Bubble Wrap Boy by Phil Earle Social outcast Charlie searches for a talent to improve his 

popularity. When he discovers skateboarding, he also uncovers a huge family secret. 
 
The Apple Tart of Hope by Sarah Moore Fitzgerald Oscar has gone missing, and everyone thinks he is 

dead. Oscar's best friend and his little brother form a band as they try to figure out what happened. 
 
Orbiting Jupiter by Gary D Schmidt The story of Joseph, who joins his family as a foster child and wants 

nothing more than to find his baby daughter, Jupiter, whom he has never seen.  

 
George by Alex Gino When people look at George, they think they see a boy. But she knows she's not 

a boy. She knows she's a girl. George thinks she'll have to keep this a secret forever.  

 
Lost in the Sun by Lisa Graff As Trent struggles to move past a traumatic event that took place several 

months earlier, he befriends class outcast Fallon, who helps him understand that he can move on. 

 
Howtoons: Tools of Mass Construction by Sual Griffith Lurking in the corners of your garage and in your 

own trashcan are the tools and ingredients for creating your own adventures. 
 

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is as dumb as 

they think she is because she still doesn't know how to read. 
 
Unidentified Suburban Object by Mike Jung Chloe wants to get in touch with her heritage, but her 

parents don’t talk about it. When they finally tell her the truth, it may be too much for her to handle. 



 
Shadow Magic by Joshua Khan Thorn, a boy sold into slavery, and Lilith, who is forbidden to practice 

the magic that is her heritage, join forces to solve the murders taking place in Gehenna. 
 
Dragons vs Drones by Wesley King A young computer genius is chased by sleek, high-tech drones into 

a land populated by Godzilla-size dragons, setting off a war that only he can stop. 
 
Losers Take All by David Klass At a sports-crazy NJ high school where all kids must play on a team, a 

group of rebels start a soccer team designed to undermine the jock culture of the school. 
 
Slacker by Gordon Korman Cameron creates a fake club at school to trick his parents and teachers into 

letting him focus on video-gaming--but other kids are taking it seriously. 

 
Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom by Lynda Blackmon Lowery Jailed nine times before her 15th 

birthday, Lowery fought alongside Martin Luther King, Jr. for the rights of African-Americans. 
 
Outrun the Moon by Stacey Lee Mercy is determined to break from poverty in Chinatown. She gains 

admittance to a prestigious finishing school through a mix of cunning and bribery.  

 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis Four kids find their way through the back of a 

wardrobe into the magic land of Narnia and assist the Golden Lion to triumph over the White Witch. 
 
Wheels of Change by Sue Macy A lively look at women's history from aboard a bicycle, which granted 

females the freedom of mobility and helped empower women's liberation.  

 
The Secrets of Blueberries, Brothers, Moose, and Me by Sara Nickerson Missy and her brother Patrick 

spend the summer working on a blueberry farm, where they learn lessons about life and growing up. 
 
Shadowshaper by Daniel Jose Older Sierra discovers her Puerto Rican family are shadowshapers and 

finds herself in a battle with an evil anthropologist for the lives of her family and friends. 
 
The Nest by Kenneth Oppel When wasps come to Steve in a dream offering to fix his sick baby brother, 

he thinks all he has to do is say yes. But yes may not mean what Steve thinks it means. 
 
The 7th Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall Arthur is sentenced to community service after he 

throws a brick at an old man's head. 

 
Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar Two middle-grade kids take a shortcut home from school and discover what 

looks like fuzzy mud is actually a substance with the potential to wreak havoc on the entire world. 
 
The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz Joan pours her heart out into her diary as she seeks a new life--

because maybe a hired girl can become what a farm girl could only dream of--a woman with a future. 
 
The Marvels by Brian Selznick In 1766, Billy Marvel is shipwrecked, rescued, and goes on to found a 

brilliant family of actors that flourishes in London until 1900. 
 
The Edge by Roland Smith Peak is invited to participate in an "International Peace Ascent" and finds 

himself caught in a struggle to survive, shadowed by the Shen, a mysterious snow leopard. 
 
Goodbye Stranger by Rebecca Stead As Bridge makes her way through 7th grade, she finds the 

answer she has been seeking since she barely survived an accident: "What is my purpose?" 
 
A Blind Guide to Stinkville by Beth Vrabel Alice, albino and blind, moves from Seattle for the paper mill 

town of "Stinkville," South Carolina, and enters the Stinkville Success Stories essay contest. 
 
Human Body Theater by Maris Wicks Welcome! The master of ceremonies is going to lead you through 

a theatrical revue of each and every biological system of the human body!  

 
 


