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Anderson, Laurie Halse -- SPEAK 

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a 

devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high 

school. 

 

Asimov, Isaac – FOUNDATION 

For 12,000 years the Galactic Empire has ruled the 

universe but now it is dying. Only Hari Seldon and 

his revolutionary science of psychohistory offer hope 

for the future. 

Classic series. 1965 Hugo Award for best all-time 

Science Fiction series. 

 

Bacigalupi, Paolo – SHIP BREAKER 

In a futuristic world where society has stratified, 

fossil fuels have been consumed, and the seas have 

risen over coastal cities, Nailer, 17, scavenges 

beached tankers for scrap metals on the Gulf Coast. 

2011 Printz Award winner. 

 

Bartolettti, Susan – THEY CALLED 

THEMSELVES THE KKK 

This fascinating history of the Ku Klux Klan from its 

beginning in post-Civil-War Pulaski, Tennessee, 

draws on personal accounts, congressional 

documents, diaries, and more.  

2011 YALSA Excellence in Nonfiction finalist. 

 

Beam, Cris -- I AM J 

J, who feels that he is a boy mistakenly born a girl, 

hides who he is from his family and the world, but 

after losing his best friend, J decides to stop hiding. 

 

Bradley, C. Alan – THE SWEETNESS AT THE 

BOTTOM OF THE PIE 

11-year-old Flavia de Luce, an aspiring chemist with 

a passion for poison, must clear her father of the 

murder of the body she finds in the garden. 

2012 YRCA nominee. 

Bray, Libba – GOING BOVINE 

Cameron knew there was something wrong when he 

started seeing pillars of fire and angels, but he never 

imagined he had mad cow disease. 

2012 YRCA nominee. 2011 Printz Award winner. 

 

Collins, Suzanne – THE HUNGER GAMES 

In a society where the rulers maintain control through 

an annual televised survival competition, 16-year-old 

Katniss's skills are put to the test against other teens.  

2011 Evergreen and YRCA winner. Series. 

 

Davis, Tanita – MARE’S WAR 

Teens Octavia and Tali learn about strength, 

independence, and courage when they take a trip with 

their grandmother, who tells about growing up Black 

in 1940s Alabama and serving during World War II 

as a member of the Women's Army Corps. 

Coretta Scott King Honor book. 

 

 

 

Dashner, James -- THE MAZE RUNNER 

16-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the 

middle of a maze from which he needs to escape. 

2012 Evergreen and YRCA nominee. 

 

Donnelly,  Jennifer – REVOLUTION 

Haunted by her brother’s death, Andi is taken to Paris 

by her father where she finds a mysterious diary 

written by a young actress during the French 

Revolution. 

 

Eggers, David – ZEITOUN 

The true story of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a Syrian-

American and New Orleans resident, who survives 

Hurricane Katrina, but in the aftermath is arrested and 

falsely imprisoned because of his ethnicity.  

 

Forman, Gayle – IF I STAY 

While in a coma following a car accident, 17-year-old 

Mia, a gifted cellist, weighs whether to live with her 

grief or join her family in death. 

2012 Evergreen nominee. 

 

Grant, Michael – GONE 

In a small town in California, everyone over the age 

of fourteen suddenly disappears, setting up a battle 

between the remaining town residents and the 

students of a local private school, and those who have 

The Power and those who do not. 

First in series. 

 

Headley, Justina Chen – NORTH OF BEAUTIFUL 

Terra, a sensitive, artistic high school senior born 

with a facial birthmark, struggles with issues of inner 

and outer beauty. 

2012 Evergreen nominee. 

 

Hillenbrand, Lauren – UNBROKEN: a World War 

II story of survival resilience and redemption 

Biography of Olympic runner and World War II 

bombardier Louis Zamperini, who was shot down 

over the Pacific, captured by the Japanese and driven 

to the limits of endurance. 

 

Kluger, Steve – MY MOST EXCELLENT YEAR: 

A novel of love, Mary Poppins & Fenway park 

Three teenagers in Boston experience a year of new 

friendships, first loves, and coming into their own. 

 

Kwok, Jean – GIRL IN TRANSLATION 

When Kimberly Chang and her mother emigrate from 

Hong Kong to Brooklyn squalor, she quickly begins a 

secret double life: exceptional schoolgirl during the 

day, Chinatown sweatshop worker in the evenings. 

2011 Alex Award finalist. 

 

 

 

 

 



Larson, Hope – MERCURY 

Two girls are separated by 150 years but connected 

by one locket: Tara, a teen who is facing the angst of 

living with relatives and being the new girl in school  

and Josey, her ancestor, who falls in love with a gold 

prospector in 1859 Canada. 

Graphic novel. 

 

Lee, Harper – TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 

The classic novel of coming of age and racism in the 

Depression- era South, one of the best novels of the 

20
th

 century. 

 

Lynch, Jim – THE HIGHEST TIDE 

A precocious 13-yr-old boy growing up on Puget 

Sound develops a consuming passion for marine tidal 

lie and the troubled girl next door. 

 

McDougall, Christopher – BORN TO RUN 

The author reveals the secrets of the world's greatest 

distance runners -- the Tarahumara Indians of  

Mexico -- and how he trained for a 50-mile race 

pitting the tribe against an odd band of super-athletes. 

 

Mora, Pat – DIZZY IN YOUR EYES 

50 poems written in the voice of teenagers about the 

experience of love. 

 

Ness, Patrick – THE KNIFE OF NEVER 

LETTING GO 

Pursued by a madman, Todd sets out across New 

World searching for answers about his colony's true 

past, a colony in which all the women have been 

eliminated. 

First in a series. 
 

Nix, Garth – SABRIEL 

Sabriel, daughter of the necromancer Abhorsen, must 

journey into the mysterious and magical Old 

Kingdom to rescue her father. 

Classic series. 

 

Nye, Naomi Shihab – TIME YOU LET ME IN 

A collection of 25 poems by poets under age 25. 

 

Reinhardt, Dana – THE THINGS A BROTHER 

KNOWS 

Boaz is hailed as a home town hero when he returns 

from war, but he is not at all the same. Can his 

younger brother help him find his way? 

 

Sachar, Louis – THE CARDTURNER 

When his wealthy uncle, a champion bridge player 

who has lost his vision, asks 17-year-old Alton to be 

a cardturner for him, Alton has no idea how much he 

will ultimately learn from his eccentric relative.. 

 

Santiago, Wilfred – THE STORY OF ROBERTO 

CLEMENTE: a graphic novel 

A graphic depiction of the life of baseball great 

Roberto Clemente. 

 

Skloot, Rebecca -- THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF 

HENRIETTA LACKS 

Twenty years after Henrietta Lacks’ death in 1951, 

her family learns that doctors took her cancer cells 

without consent to create the immortal cell line still 

used in research labs today. 

 

Stiefvater, Maggie – SHIVER 

In all the years she has watched the wolves in the 

woods behind her house, Grace has been particularly 

drawn to an unusual yellow-eyed wolf who, in turn, 

has been watching her with increasing intensity.  

2012 Evergreen and YRCA nominee. 

 

Stockett, Kathryn – THE HELP 

In 1962 Mississippi, with the civil rights movement 

exploding, three women start a movement of their 

own, changing a town and the way women--black 

and white, mothers and daughters--view one another. 

2011 Alex Award nominee. Summer movie. 

 

Stork, Francisco – MARCELO IN THE REAL 

WORLD 

A 17-year-old boy with high-functioning autism faces 

new challenges, including romance and injustice, 

when he goes to work in the mailroom of a corporate 

law firm. 

 

Westerfeld, Scott – LEVIATHAN 

In an alternate 1914 Europe, Austrian Prince Alek is 

on the run from the Clankers, who are attempting to 

control the globe with  mechanical contraptions. 

2012 Evergreen and YRCA nominee. First in a 

series. 

 

Yang, Dori Jones -- DAUGHTER OF XANADU 

Emmajin, the fictional 16-year-old granddaughter of 

Khublai Khan, becomes a warrior and falls in love 

with explorer Marco Polo in 13th-century China.  

 

Yang, Gene Luen – AMERICAN BORN CHINESE 

Three interrelated stories about growing up Chinese-

American and the issues faced by a teen trying to 

balance the two cultures. 

Graphic Novel. 2007 Printz Award winner. 

 

Zadoff, Allen – FOOD, GIRLS, AND OTHER 

THINGS I CAN’T HAVE 

15-year-old Andrew Zansky, the second fattest 

student at his high school, joins the varsity football 

team to get the attention of a new girl. 

2010 Sid Fleischman Humor Award winner. 

 

Zusak, Marcus – THE BOOK THIEF 

The narrator, Death, relates the story of Liesel, a 

young German girl whose book-stealing and story-

telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish 

man they are hiding during World War II. 

NWS favorite. 
 

 

 
 


