
Aronson, Mark – SUGAR CHANGED THE WORLD 

Songs, oral histories, maps, and archival illustrations 

help trace the fascinating history of the sugar trade and 

its impact on world history.  

2012 YALSA Excellence in Non-fiction finalist. 
 

Bacigalupi, Paolo – SHIP BREAKER 

In a futuristic world where society is stratified, fossil 

fuels have been consumed, and the seas have risen over 

coastal cities, Nailer, 17, scavenges beached tankers for 

scrap metals on the Gulf Coast.   

2013 YRCA and Evergreen Award Nominee. 
 

Bray, Libba – BEAUTY QUEENS 

When a plane crash strands 13 teen beauty contestants 

on a mysterious island, they struggle to survive, get 

along, and learn their dance numbers in case they are 

rescued in time for the competition. 

2012 Amelia Bloomer Award. 
 

Clare, Cassandra  – CLOCKWORK ANGEL 

16-year-old Tessa Gray is abducted by the Dark Sisters, 

residents of London's supernatural Downworld. She 

becomes the object of attention when it is discovered 

that she has the power to transform herself into others. 

2013 Evergreen Nominee. 
 

Cline, Ernest – READY PLAYER ONE 

In the year 2044, Wade Watts, like the rest of humanity, 

chooses to escape reality by spending hours in the 

fiendish virtual world of the OASIS.  

2012 Alex Award. 
 

Condie, Ally – MATCHED 

The Society dictates everything in Cassia’s life, even 

whom to marry, but when she is unhappily paired with 

her “ideal mate,” Cassia rebels against the Society’s 

control.  2013 YRCA and Evergreen Nominee. 
 

Danforth, Emily – THE MISEDUCATION OF 

CAMERON POST   In the early 1990s, when 

Cameron, a gay teenager, rebels against her 

conservative Montana ranch town, she is sent to a gay 

conversion therapy center.   
 

Dashner, James  – THE MAZE RUNNER 

16-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory, in the 

middle of a maze from which he needs to escape. 

2012 YRCA and Evergreen Award Winner. 
 

 

Dessen, Sarah – ALONG FOR THE RIDE 

When Auden impulsively goes to stay with her father, 

stepmother, and new baby sister the summer before she 

starts college, the trauma of her parents' divorce is 

revived. 2013 Evergreen Nominee. 
 

DeWoskin, Rachel – BIG GIRL SMALL 

16-year-old Judy’s phenomenal voice should have made 

her the star of the local performing arts high school. 

Instead she finds herself hiding out from the media, due 

to a controversy sparked by the fact that she is only 

three feet, nine inches tall.  2013 Alex Award. 
 

Green, John – THE FAULT IN OUR STARS 

16-year-old Hazel, who has cancer, meets Augustus at a 

kids-with-cancer support group and as they fall in love 

they wonder how they will be remembered. 
 

Green, John – WILL GRAYSON, WILL GRAYSON 

When two teens, one gay and one straight, meet 

accidentally and discover that they share the same 

name, their lives become intertwined as one begins 

dating the other's best friend.  2013 YRCA Nominee. 
 

Gulledge, Laura Lee – PAIGE BY PAIGE 

Paige Turner, who has just moved to New York with 

her family, uses her sketchbook to try to make sense of 

her new life. Graphic Novel. 
 

Handler, Daniel – WHY WE BROKE UP 

16-year-old Min Green writes a letter to Ed Slaterton in 

which she breaks up with him, documenting their 

relationship with a box of items that foretell the end. 

2012 Printz Honor Book. 
 

King, Laurie – THE BEEKEEPER’S APPRENTICE 

In 1915, retired Sherlock Holmes is reclusive in his 

study of honeybees. He did not think he would meet an 

intellect to match his own until he meets Mary Russell, 

a 15-year-old with a penchant for solving crime. 
 

Long, Mark – THE SILENCE OF OUR FRIENDS  

As the civil rights struggle heats up in 1967 Texas, two 

families, one white and one black, find common 

ground. Graphic Novel. 
 

Lynch, Chris – KILL SWITCH 

Some things are best left forgotten. As Daniel’s 

grandfather struggles with dementia, he starts leaking 

dangerous secrets about his old government job. 

McBride, Lish – HOLD ME CLOSER 

NECROMANCER   Sam LaCroix, a Seattle fast-food 

worker and college dropout, discovers that he is a 

necromancer in a world filled with secret magic, 

unwanted enemies, and a colorful group of friends.  

2013 Evergreen Award Nominee. 
 

McCall, Guadelupe Garcia – UNDER THE 

MESQUITE   Throughout her high school years, as her 

mother battles cancer, Lupita takes on more 

responsibility for the house and seven younger siblings, 

while finding refuge in acting and writing poetry.   

2012 Pura Belpre Award. 
 

McCormick, Patricia – NEVER FALL DOWN 

When soldiers arrive in his hometown in Cambodia, 

Arn is separated from his family and sent to a labor 

camp. He volunteers to learn to play an instrument – a 

decision that both saves his life and lands him in battle. 

Fiction, based on a true story. 
 

McDougall, Christopher – BORN TO RUN 

The author reveals the secrets of the world's greatest 

distance runners – the Tarahumara Indians of  

Mexico – and how he trained for the challenge of a 

lifetime. 
 

Morgenstern, Erin – THE NIGHT CIRCUS 

Le Cirque des Rêves features two illusionists, Celia and 

Marco, who are unknowingly competing in a game to 

which they have been bound by their magician masters. 

They fall deeply and passionately in love with 

disastrous consequences.   

2012 Alex Award. 
 

Oliver, Lauren – BEFORE I  FALL 

After she dies in a car crash, teenage Samantha relives 

the day of her death over and over until she finally 

discovers a way to save herself.   

2013 YRCA Nominee. 
 

Quick, Matthew – SORTA LIKE A ROCK STAR 

Ever since her mom's boyfriend kicked them out, 

Amber, her mom, and her loyal dog, have been camped 

out in the school bus her mom drives. When a tragedy 

threatens Amber's optimism and her way of life, can 

Amber continue to be the rock star of hope?   

2013 YRCA Nominee. 

 

 
 



Roth, Veronica – DIVERGENT 

In a future Chicago, 16-year-old Beatrice Prior must 

choose among five predetermined factions to define her 

identity for the rest of her life, but she discovers that she 

does not fit into any one group, and that the society she 

lives in is not perfect.   

First in series, followed by Insurgent. 
 

Sachar, Louis – THE CARDTURNER 

When his wealthy uncle, a champion bridge player who 

has lost his vision, asks 17-year-old Alton to be a 

cardturner for him, Alton has no idea how much he will 

ultimately learn from his eccentric relative.  

2013 YRCA nominee. 
 

Santiago, Wilfred – THE STORY OF ROBERTO 

CLEMENTE  The life of baseball great Roberto 

Clemente in graphic novel form. 
 

Sedgewick, Marcus – REVOLVER 

14-year-old Sig is stranded at a remote cabin in the 

Arctic wilderness with his father, who died just hours 

earlier after falling through the ice, when a terrifying 

man arrives, threatening Sig’s life. 
 

Shusterman, Neil – BRUISER 

Inexplicable events start to occur when 16-year-old 

twins Tennyson and Brontë befriend a troubled and 

misunderstood outcast and his little brother.   

2013 YRCA and Evergreen Nominee. 

 

Sonnenblick, Jordan – CURVEBALL: THE YEAR I 

LOST MY GRIP   After an injury ends star pitcher 

Peter Friedman's athletic dreams, he concentrates on 

photography, which leads him to a girlfriend, fame as a 

high school sports photographer, and a deeper 

relationship with his beloved grandfather. 

 

Stiefvater, Maggie –THE SCORPIO RACES 

19-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick 

competes against Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to 

ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both trying to keep 

hold of their dangerous water horses long enough to 

make it to the finish line. 

 

Twain, Mark – THE ADVENTURES OF 

HUCKLEBERRY FINN   Twain’s classic antislavery 

novel of a boy and a runaway slave as they travel down 

the Mississippi.   2013 Book-It Theater Production. 

 

Van Draanen,Wendelin – THE RUNNING DREAM 

A school bus accident leaves 16-year-old Jessica with a 

prosthetic limb. Her track teammates find a way to help 

rekindle her dream of running again.   

2012 Schneider Family Award. 
 

Westerfeld, Scott – LEVIATHAN 

In an alternate 1914 Europe, Austrian Prince Alek is on 

the run from the Clankers, who are attempting to 

control the globe with mechanical contraptions.  

First in series, followed by Behemoth and Goliath. 

2012 Evergreen and YRCA Nominee.  

 

Whaley, John Corey – WHERE THINGS COME 

BACK   17-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, 

Arkansas, is marked by his cousin's death, an alleged 

spotting of a woodpecker thought to be extinct, failed 

romances, and his younger brother's sudden 

disappearance.   

2012 Printz Award. 
 

Whitney, Daisy – THE MOCKINGBIRDS 

When Alex, a junior at an elite prep school, realizes that 

she may have been the victim of date rape, she confides 

in her roommates who convince her to seek help from a 

secret society, the Mockingbirds. 
 

Wolf, Alan – THE WATCH THAT ENDS THE 

NIGHT   The 1912 sinking of the Titanic is recreated 

through the voices of millionaire John Jacob Astor, a 

beautiful young Lebanese refugee finding first love, 

"Unsinkable" Molly Brown, Captain Smith, and others 

including the iceberg itself.   

100
th

 anniversary of the Titanic sinking. 
 

Wright, Bill – PUTTING MAKEUP ON THE FAT 

BOY   16-year-old Carlos Duarte is on the verge of 

realizing his dream of becoming a famous make-up 

artist, but first he must face his jealous boss at a Macy's 

cosmetics counter, his sister's abusive boyfriend, and 

his crush on a punk-rocker classmate.   

2012 Stonewall Award. 
 

Zusak, Marcus – THE BOOK THIEF 

The narrator, Death, relates the story of Liesel, a young 

German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling 

talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they 

are hiding during World War II.   

NWS favorite. 
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