
Addendum to the 2018-19 Curriculum Guide  
 
Amendments: 
  
Visual Storytelling and Publication – TBD (Grades 11-12) 
In this class, we will learn the basics of Digital Single-Lens Reflex (DSLR) photography. You 
will use your camera creatively to capture images that document time and place as well as utilize 
photographic editing software to retouch and organize your images. In addition to learning how 
to work with image sequencing to tell our unique stories, we will learn the basics of design to 
create books and magazines, and become skilled in working with Adobe InDesign. This class 
will culminate with the creation of the yearbook, an annual publication documenting the 2018/19 
school year. 
 
New Courses: 
 
Humanities Electives: Philosophy – Adina Meyer (Grade 12) 
Philosophy means love of wisdom.  Philosophy begins with wonder – What is the world all 
about? What am I doing here? Who am I? In this course, students will learn the art of both 
reading and writing philosophy. In Trimester 1, we will explore four main areas: Education, 
Ethics, Epistemology and Metaphysics. Readings will be from classical and early modern Indian, 
Chinese, Middle Eastern, African and European philosophers. In Trimester 2, we will focus on 
Love: What is love? How have people throughout history defined and approached love? Then we 
will turn our attention to “postmodern” philosophies of existentialism and relativism, as well as 
critical feminist and critical race theory. We will read not only short articles, but dialogues, short 
stories and a one-act play.  
 
In Trimester 3, we will ask questions especially relevant to this generation:  What have we 
learned about the nature of time and space? What are human rights? Do beings other than 
humans have rights? How does artificial intelligence affect our understanding of what it means to 
be human? Do we need to revisit the question of free will and determinism? How have 
developments in science, particularly biotechnology, affected our understanding of ethics? How 
should we imagine the future? Students will finish the year by writing and presenting a “credo” – 
a statement of beliefs and values that govern their actions, now and in their lives to come. 
 
Humanities 12: Religion and Society – Adina Meyer (Grade 12) 
In this course, students will develop religious literacy through selected readings and their own 
research, as well as visits to places of worship, experiences of art and music, engagement with 
speakers, and time for mindfulness meditation and thoughtful writing. Religious literacy entails 
the ability to discern and analyze the fundamental intersections of religion and 
social/political/cultural life through multiple lenses. Specifically, a religiously literate person will 
possess: 
  
1) A basic understanding of the history, central texts, beliefs, practices, and contemporary 
manifestations of several of the world's religious traditions as they arose out of and continue to 
be shaped by particular social, historical, and cultural contexts;   



2) The ability to discern and explore the religious dimensions of political, social, and cultural 
expressions across time and place. Critical to this definition is the importance of understanding 
religions and religious influences in context and as inextricably woven into all dimensions of 
human experience. * 
 
*definition of religious literacy adopted by the American Academy of Religion 
 
Humanities Electives: Comparative Literature: Voice of Witness: Amplifying 
Unheard Voices – Victoria Dryden (Grade 12) 
In this course, we will focus on the following questions. 
What makes one character do the right thing, while another character does not?  
How do characters living in the midst of social and political crises balance their individual right 
to freedom with larger moral needs and demands?  
What can we learn from these ethics-based discussions that will influence our own moral 
behavior?  
 
Global Literature uses fiction to explore issues of voice, place, identity, and intercultural 
dialogue in our contemporary globalized world. Students will read a combination of local and 
international fiction and nonfiction, including texts from Haiti, South America, India, Palestine 
and Israel, South Africa, Zimbabwe and others. Part of the discussion will be linking areas of 
injustice and struggle (particularly of the underrepresented and unheard) to modern and current 
struggles and connections within the United States. Students will read about heroes and 
antiheroes who have defied social norms, and through that defiance have forced the reader to 
examine his/her/their own morals and life choices. Readings will include: Welcome to our 
Hillbrow by Phaswane Mpe, All the Rivers by Dorit Rabinyan, Flowers of Flame: Unheard 
Voices of Iraq, Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, Disposable People by Kevin Bales, and The 
Iliac Crest by Cristina Rivera Garza. We will discuss our responsibility and individual roles in 
society during times when we find injustice.  
 
Students will write critical essays, creative non-fiction, narrative fiction, poetry and satire both in 
response to issues explored from the reading but also in reflective writing that processes 
individual understanding of the issues, ethics, injustice in their own lives and those around them. 
The class will also be infused with service learning opportunities to take what is learned and 
discussed and create hands-on learning experiences that take us out of the classroom to 
experience, in some tangible way, learning that is not only based on reading, writing, and 
discussion alone.  
 
Computer Science – TBD (Grades 11-12) 
This course will teach students about the fundamental topics within Computer Science: 
computational thinking, programming, big data, privacy & security and the social impacts of 
computing. Students will learn the general principles of program design and algorithmic thinking 
applicable to any program language and create their own applications to highlight learned 
concepts. Current events will be used to prompt questions about policy, ethics and their effect on 
society. 
 



Music Construction: Theory, Keyboard, Improvisation and Composition – 
Dave Jewett (Grades 11-12) 
Dive deeper into how music is constructed and express your own creative ideas! Music 
Construction is a course that teaches music theory elements (scales, chords, song form, etc.), 
basic piano/keyboard skills, and improvisation techniques.  Students will apply this knowledge 
and skill to produce their own musical arrangements and compositions for ensemble 
performance.  All musicians, instrumentalists, and singers are welcome!  Contact Dave Jewett 
for more detailed information. 


