
Arts Guide 
Upper School 

 
Two full-year arts courses are taken each year. A minimum of six arts courses must be taken to 
graduate. To fulfill the arts distribution requirement, students must take at least one course in 
each of the four disciplines: Dance, Music, Theatre, and Visual Arts. Students who choose a non-
arts elective (e.g., Computer Science, Journalism, Peer Mentoring) for a given year must take at 
least one art course in that year.  
 
 
Track your arts classes here: 
 

 Arts 1 Arts 2 
9th grade   
10th grade   
11th grade   
12th grade   

 
 
Checklist: 
 
£Dance   £Theatre  £Visual Art   £Music 
 

 
For questions about Arts requirements, contact the Chair of Visual Arts or Chair of Performing 
Arts. 
 
About petitions to waive an arts distribution requirement: 
Most likely, you will not need to worry about applying for a waiver, as our program is designed 
so that students may specialize in their passion and also do the stretching and exploring that the 
distribution requirements provide. At the end of your junior year, prior to enrolling in senior year 
classes, there is an opportunity to petition to be released from a single distribution requirement. 
These are rarely granted, and only in order to support a student who wishes to use their two arts 
blocks to explore within one discipline. To be considered, a student needs to have been a strong 
member of an ensemble for all four years and be seeking to take another class in the same 
discipline as that ensemble (for example, they would be a member of the Performing Dance 
Ensemble all four years and also wish to take Black Social Dance or Creative Dance). If you think 
this may apply to you, contact the Chair of Performing Arts or Chair of Visual Arts to talk through 
the specifics of your course of study. The Chair will guide you through completing the written 
petition, which will then be reviewed by the Arts Faculty, the Registrar, and sent to the Head of 
Division for final approval. 


