
 

Northwest School Goes All-in for Sustainable, Responsible, Impact Investments 

One hundred percent of school’s investments to reflect environmental and social justice ideals 

 

Seattle, WA. – The Northwest School announced today that it is taking a bold stand in the area of 

socially responsible investing, transferring 100 percent of its $10.4M endowment to funds that better 

reflect its values, including its longstanding commitment to teach and promote environmental 

sustainability, social justice, and global perspective. The Seattle middle and high school (grades 6 – 12) 

is among the first independent schools in the country to do so. 

 

“This is both an expression of our values and a smart financial move,” says Head of School Mike 

McGill. “As a school, we strive to model for students what it means to live what we teach; we feel 

obliged, then, to act on our principles at every level, including in our investment choices.” 

 

Northwest’s portfolio will be managed by Bailard Inc., an institutional asset management firm with deep 

expertise in sustainable, socially responsible, impact investing. Using a strategy that incorporates 

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) filters to evaluate potential investments, Bailard will 

ensure the school not only avoids investing in fossil fuels and other polluting industries, but also in 

alcohol, tobacco, gaming, adult entertainment, weapons, and nuclear energy. In addition, the portfolio 

will eschew companies with egregious patterns of behavior around equity and human rights issues, as 

well as those with less than one woman on their boards.  

 

Bailard Senior Vice President Blaine Townsend says the school will not have to sacrifice returns. On the 

contrary, he argues, “This is a proactive way of looking at a portfolio. All of these investment decisions 

go through strict due diligence. We believe that by taking into account these ESG factors, we’re actually 

reducing risks over the long-term.”  

   

Wealth manager and financial advisor Marco Abbruzzese, who chairs the school’s Investment 

Subcommittee, agrees: “Northwest School’s endowment is specifically designed to provide financial aid 

to students who wouldn’t otherwise be able to attend, so it was extremely important to us that whatever 

we did would not adversely affect investment returns. We took our time and made sure our decision was 

sound.” 

 

The Northwest School is an independent, co-educational, day and boarding, college preparatory school, 

serving 500 students in grades 6-12. Founded in 1980 and located in the historic Summit School 

building on Capitol Hill, the school emphasizes college preparatory academics, global learning, 



 

environmental studies, and an interdisciplinary curriculum of humanities, arts and sciences. For more 

information, visit www.northwestschool.org.  www.northwestschool.org. 

http://www.northwestschool.org/

