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YRCA NOMINEES 

 

Happenstance Found (Books of Umber, Book 1), by P. W. Catanese   

A boy awakens, blindfolded, with no memory of even his name.  He soon meets Lord Umber, an 

adventurer and inventor, who calls him Happenstance and tells him that he has a very important 

destiny--and a powerful enemy. 

 

Skeleton Creek: Ryan’s Journal, by Patrick Carman 

Although housebound following an eerie accident, teenaged Ryan continues to investigate the strange 

occurrences in his hometown of Skeleton Creek, recording his findings in a journal and viewing email 

video clips sent by fellow detective Sarah. The reader may view Sarah's videos on a website by using 

links and passwords found in the text. 

 

11 Birthdays, by Wendy Mass 

After celebrating their first nine same-day birthdays together, Amanda and Leo, having fallen out on 

their tenth and not speaking to each other for the last year, prepare to celebrate their eleventh birthday 

separately but peculiar things begin to happen as the day of their birthday begins to repeat itself over 

and over again. 

 

The Thirteenth Child, by Patricia Wrede 

Eighteen-year-old Eff must finally get over believing she is bad luck and accept that her special training 

in Aphrikan magic, and being the twin of the seventh son of a seventh son, give her extraordinary power 

to combat magical creatures that threaten settlements on the western frontier. 

 

The Maze Runner, by James Dashner 

Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he must work 

with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape. 

 

Leviathan, by Scott Westerfeld 

In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the run from the Clanker Powers 

who are attempting to take over the globe using mechanical machinery, forms an uneasy alliance with 

Deryn who, disguised as a boy to join the British Air Service, is learning to fly genetically-engineered 

beasts. 
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The Hunchback Assignments, by Arthur Slade 

In Victorian London, fourteen-year-old Modo, a shape-changing hunchback, becomes a secret agent for 

the Permanent Association, which strives to protect the world from the evil machinations of the 

Clockwork Guild. 

 

Jake Ransom and the Skull King’s Shadow, by James Rollins 

Connecticut middle-schooler Jake and his older sister Kady are transported by a Mayan artifact to a 

strange world inhabited by a mix of people from long-lost civilizations who are threatened by prehistoric 

creatures and an evil alchemist, the Skull King. 

 

OTHER SUGGESTIONS 

 

Island’s End, by Padma Venktraman 

A young girl trains to be the new spiritual leader of her remote Andaman Island tribe, while facing 

increasing threats from the modern world. 

 

Haunting Violet, by Alyxandra Harvey 

Sixteen-year-old Violet Willoughby has been part of her mother's Spiritualist scam since she was nine, 

but during an 1872 house party in Hampshire, England, she is horrified to learn that she can actually see 

ghosts, one of whom wants Violet to solve her murder. 

 

Silhouetted by the Blue, by Traci L. Jones 

After the death of her mother in an automobile accident, seventh-grader Serena, who has gotten the 

lead in her middle school play, is left to handle the day-to-day challenges of caring for herself and her 

younger brother when their father cannot pull himself out of his depression. 

 

Tankborn, by Karen Sandler 

Kayla and Mishalla, two genetically engineered non-human slaves (GENs), fall in love with higher-status 

boys, discover deep secrets about the creation of GENs, and in the process find out what it means to be 

human. 

 

Hound Dog True, by Linda Urban 

Mattie wants to hide out at her new school by acting as apprentice to her Uncle Potluck, the custodian.  

But her plan falls apart when she summons the courage to speak about what matters most and finds a 

true friend. 

 

The Dark City (Relic Master, Book 1), by Catherine Fisher 

Sixteen-year-old Raffi, Master Galen, and a mysterious traveler, Carys, enter the ruined city of Tasceron 

seeking a relic that may save the world, while evading the Watch, a brutal organization opposed to the 

Order to which Raffi and Galen belong. 

 

The Secret Science Alliance and the Copycat Crook, by Eleanor Davis 



Eleven-year-old Julian Calendar thought changing schools would mean leaving his "nerdy" persona 

behind, but instead he forms an alliance with fellow inventors Greta and Ben, and works with them to 

prevent an adult from using one of their gadgets for nefarious purposes. 

 

Nation, by Terry Pratchett 

After a devastating southern ocean tsunami destroys all that they have ever known, Mau, an island boy, 

and Daphne, an aristocratic English girl, together with a small band of refugees, set about rebuilding 

their community and all the things that are important in their lives. 

 

The London Eye Mystery, by Siobhan Dowd 

When Ted and Kat's cousin Salim disappears from the London Eye ferris wheel, the two siblings must 

work together - Ted with his brain that is "wired differently" and impatient Kat - to try to solve the 

mystery of what happened to Salim. 

 

Hide and Seek, by Katy Grant 

In the remote mountains of Arizona where he lives with his mother, stepfather, and two sisters, 

fourteen-year-old Chase discovers two kidnapped boys and gets caught up in a dangerous adventure 

when he comes up with a plan to get them to safety. 

 

Shutout, by Brenda Halpin 

Fourteen-year-old Amanda and her best friend Lena start high school looking forward to playing on the 

varsity soccer team, but when Lena makes varsity and Amanda only makes junior varsity, their long 

friendship rapidly changes. 

 

As Easy as Falling Off the Face of the Earth, by Lynne Rae Perkins 

On his way to summer camp, Ry steps off the train for just a minute and finds himself stranded in the 

middle of nowhere. 

 

Slob, by Ellen Potter 

Picked on, overweight genius Owen tries to invent a television that can see the past. 

 

Here Lies Arthur, by Phillip Reeve 

When her village is attacked and burned, Gwyna seeks protection from the bard Myrddin, who uses 

Gwyna in his plan to transform young Arthur into the heroic King Arthur. 

 

 

Tasty Cute: 25 Amigurumi Treats, by Annie Obaachan 

 

Yuck!: The Things People Eat, by Neil Setchfield 

 


