
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2013 

Dear families, 

So many books, so hard to choose! Every year the Northwest School library staff creates suggested reading lists for our 
students. These books are not required, but summer is a terrific time to read in your favorite, comfortable spot, on the 
couch at home, in a hammock under a tree, or at the beach – yay! This year each list began with over a hundred titles, 
which we whittled down to about thirty titles per list. This list includes fiction and non-fiction titles by some of the best, 
award winning young adult authors, covering a broad range of genres. Several of the titles on this list lead to book 
trailers, which can be found by clicking on titles that have been underlined and highlighted in blue.  

This list is also available on the NWS Library website, under Recreational Reading. All of these books may be found at 
your local public library: 

Seattle Public Library 
Seattle Public Library Summer Reading Program 

King County Library System 

If you’d like to purchase books, please consider supporting Elliott Bay Book Company, our longtime friend and neighbor. 
Each time a NWS family makes a purchase at Elliott Bay, not only do you receive a discount, but we receive 10% of the 
purchase total for our NWS library account. 

Enjoy your summer and we look forward to seeing and meeting you in September! 

Nancy Highiet and Alicia Kalan 
NWS Librarians 

  

http://www.northwestschool.org/academics/library/recreational-reading
http://www.spl.org/
http://www.spl.org/audiences/teens/teen-summer-reading-program
http://www.kcls.org/
http://www.elliottbaybook.com/


 Great Reads for NWS 
Middle Schoolers, 2013 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The One and Only Ivan, by Katherine Applegate: When Ivan, a gorilla who lives in a Tacoma mall, meets Ruby, a 
baby elephant, he decides that he must find her a better life. 2013 Newbery Winner. 

Hold Fast, by Blue Balliett: Early's father disappears, and now she, her mother, and brother are forced to flee their 
apartment.  

I Represent Sean Rosen, by Jeff Baron: With the help of his "manager," a 13 year-old boy sells a movie idea to a 
major Hollywood studio. 

Strike Three You’re Dead, by Josh Berk: Lenny and his friends set out to investigate the suspicious death of a 
young pitcher at a Phillies game. 

Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different, by Karen Blumenthal: Steve Jobs - a devoted husband, father, 
and Buddhist, battled cancer for over a decade, and became the CEO of Apple. 2013 Excellence in Non-Fiction 
Finalist. 

The Time Travelers, by Linda Buckley-Archer: Ignored by his father and sent to the country for the weekend, 12 
year-old Peter and his new friend, Kate, are accidentally transported back in time to 1763.  

Out of My Mind, by Sharon Draper: Considered by many to be mentally challenged, a brilliant, impatient girl with 
cerebral palsy discovers a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first time.  

Maggot Moon, by Sally Gardner: On the other side of the wall there is a dark secret, the devil, and the Moon Man, 
which Motherland doesn't want anyone to know. Standish and his only friend, Hector, make their way to the other 
side, and see what the Motherland is hiding.  

My Summer of Pink and Green, by Lisa Greenwald: Rather than a summer of fun, Lucy must face her sister's new 
boyfriend, the investor's irritating daughter, and a demanding spa coordinator. Sequel to: My Life in Pink and Green. 

Game Changer, by Margaret Peterson Haddix: While playing in the championship softball game, star pitcher KT 
blacks out and awakes to a changed world where the roles of academics and sports at her middle school have 
flipped.  

Seraphina, by Rachel Hartman: In a world where dragons and humans coexist, Seraphina, whose mother died 
giving birth to her, grapples with her own identity amid magical secrets and royal scandals. 2013 Morris Award. 

Moonbird, by Phillip Hoose: B95 is a robin-sized shorebird, which scientists call Moonbird. Each February he joins 
a flock that travels 9000 miles headed for breeding grounds in the Canadian Arctic. 2013 Excellence in Non-Fiction 
Finalist. 

13: Thirteen Stories that Capture…, edited by James Howe: It's an age of wonder...or dread. The best year of 
your life...or maybe the worst. Stories from 14 different points of view, about that wonderful, terrible time. 

Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton Juster: Milo, a boy with little interest in anything, takes a trip through the Phantom 
Tollbooth to the Lands Beyond where he meets an enchanting cast of characters. Book-It Production 2013-2014. 

Ungifted, by Gordan Korman: Due to a mix-up, troublemaker Donovan is sent to a program for gifted and talented 
students. Oops! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=steve+jobs+the+man+who+thought+different&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=320s7mQA2TBPsM&tbnid=lwP3kOkaCdCBWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://mrscoombsbookblog.blogspot.com/2012/07/steve-jobs-man-who-thought-different.html&ei=thumUcviE4K4iwLfnYDwCQ&bvm=bv.47008514,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGbvgxJ_ZIc7f0uie9GeN6irfyf6A&ust=1369926961825488
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=maggot+moon&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WQoU86iI1lkyKM&tbnid=dqrmL1Q_B0XC_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15798757-maggot-moon&ei=-BumUcPMGI3wigL2qIHwBg&bvm=bv.47008514,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHGJq8UQMdhos0Mq7dvufRTGyxVAA&ust=1369927028339877
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=my+summer+of+pink+and+green&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YyKTlnQFxG9B3M&tbnid=hW8mDU9Ypu5L1M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/15842654-my-summer-of-pink-green&ei=KBymUZqcCaj7igL66oDoCw&bvm=bv.47008514,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNHOaZQ0rLp_suHlMNaSdV6_rw1TXg&ust=1369927074980534
http://youtu.be/UtPdqV2crQ0
http://youtu.be/5lIOkZzXIa4
http://youtu.be/ohk4WvvIPno


Prodigy, by Marie Lu: June and Day make their way to Las Vegas where they join the rebel Patriot group and 
become involved in an assassination plot against the Elector in hopes of saving the Republic. Sequel to: Legend. 

The Revolution of Evelyn Serrano, by Sonia Manzano: It’s 1969 in Spanish Harlem, and 14 year-old Evelyn 
Serrano is trying hard to break free from her conservative Puerto Rican surroundings. When her activist grandma 
comes to stay and neighborhood protests start, things become complicated and dangerous. 2013 Pura Belpre Honor. 

Every Soul a Star, by Wendy Mass: Three friends meet at the one place the Great Eclipse can be seen in totality, 
each carrying the burden of different personal problems. 

Colin Fischer, by Ashley Edward Miller: A boy with autism teams up with the high school bully to get to the bottom 
of a cafeteria crime. 

A Corner of White, by Jacqueline Moriarty: 14 year-old Madeleine of England, and 15 year-old Elliot of the 
Kingdom of Cello, begin exchanging notes in a parallel world through a crack between their worlds. 

The False Prince, by Jennifer Nielson: In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in 
a brutal competition to impersonate the king's son in an effort to avoid a civil war. 

Liesl & Po, by Lauren Oliver: A mix-up involving the greatest magic in the world has tremendous 
consequences for Liesl, an orphan who has been locked in an attic. 

This Dark Endeavor, by Kenneth Oppel: When his twin brother falls ill in the family's chateau, 16 year-old 
Victor Frankenstein embarks on a dangerous quest to create the forbidden Elixir of Life.  

The Golden Compass, by Philip Pullman: Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra sets out to prevent her best 
friend and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North. 

The Encyclopedia of Me, by Karen Rivers: As Tink writes an encyclopedia of her life, she tells the story of the 
summer leading into 8th grade. 

Splendors and Glooms, by Laura Amy Schlitz: When Clara vanishes after the puppeteer Grisini and two 
orphaned assistants were at her 12th birthday party, suspicion of kidnapping chases the trio away from London.  

Between Shades of Gray, by Ruta Sepetys: In 1941, 15 year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from 
their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison 
camp. 2013 Morris Award Finalist. 

Bomb!, by Steve Sheinkin: In December 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery 
that launched a scientific race spanning 3 continents. 2013 Excellence in Non-Fiction Award Winner. 

Hokey Pokey, by Jerry Spinelli: Ever since they were Snotsippers, Jack and “the girl” have fought, until one 
day she steals his bike. He and his gang try to recover it, while Jack realizes that he is growing up and must 
eventually leave the "goodlands and badlands of Hokey Pokey.” 

The Hobbit, by J.R.R. Tolkien: Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-
hole until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may 
never return. Movie Released: December 12. 

Three Times Lucky, by Sheila Turnage: Washed ashore as a baby. Mo LoBeau and her best friend Dale turn 
detective when the amnesiac Colonel seems implicated in a murder. 2013 Newbery Honor. 

Primates, by Maris Wicks: This is a true story of three scientists – Jane Goodall, Dian Fossey, and Birute 
Galdikas – who risked their lives for research that forever changed the way we think of primates and ourselves.  

P.S. Be Eleven, by Rita Williams-Garcia: A moving, funny story of three sisters growing up amid the radical 
change of the 1960s. 
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