
Angleberger, Tom – THE STRANGE CASE OF 

ORIGAMI YODA   Sixth-grader Tommy and his 

friends try to figure out whether or not a paper finger 

puppet of Yoda made by their classmate Dwight can 

really predict the future.  

2013 YRCA nominee.  

 

Aronson, Marc – TRAPPED 

A detailed account of the rescue efforts to save thirty-

three miners trapped in a copper-gold mine 2000 feet 

below the Chilean Desert. 

 

Bauer, Joan – CLOSE TO FAMOUS 

12-year-old Foster McFee and her mother leave 

Memphis to flee the mother’s abusive boyfriend. 

Foster has a severe learning disability, a pillowcase of 

mementos of her dead father, and a gift for baking. 

2012 Schneider Family Book Award. 

 

Baum, L. Frank – The WIZARD OF OZ 

When Dorothy gets her wish to escape her dull Kansas 

farm life, she encounters a world filled with 

munchkins, witches, and even flying monkeys. 

2013 Seattle Children’s Theater production. 

 

Bosch, Pseudonymous  – THE NAME OF THIS 

BOOK IS SECRET   Cassandra and Max find a 

missing magician's notebook and start to investigate 

the fire which burned down Max’s house. 

First in a series. 

 

Brosgol, Vera – ANYA’S GHOST 

Anya, embarrassed by her family and lacking 

confidence in her social skills, finally finds a friend 

but quickly learns there are drawbacks to having a 

ghost as a friend.  Graphic novel. 

 

Clark, Jay – THE EDUMACATION OF JAY 

BAKER   In small-town Ohio, 15-year-old Jay 

Baker’s popular new blog helps him navigate high 

school as he faces off against his mortal enemy, meets 

the girl of his dreams, and watches his parents' 

relationship implode. 
 

Condie, Allie -- MATCHED 

Cassia has never had a choice. The Society dictates 

everything in her life, even whom to marry, but when 

she is paired with her “ideal mate,” Cassia rebels. 

2013 YRCA nominee. 

Dashner, James  –  THE MAZE RUNNER 

16-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory, in the 

middle of a maze from which he needs to escape. 

2012 YRCA and Evergreen Award winner. 
 

Engle, Margarita – HURRICANE DANCERS 

Quebrado has been a slave on a pirate ship for years, 

but when a hurricane sinks the ship, killing most of the 

crew, he escapes and finds refuge in a nearby village. 

2012 Pura Belpre Honor book. 

 

Feinstein, John – RUSH FOR THE GOLD: 

MYSTERY AT THE OLYMPICS   Susan Carol is 

competing as a swimmer in her first Olympic games. 

Her friend Stevie is both proud and envious of her 

prowess, but he's worried about the agents, sponsors 

and media wanting to get up close and personal with 

Susan. 

 

Gantos, Jack – DEAD END IN NORVELT 

In the historic town of Norvelt, PA, 12-year-old Jack 

Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded for 

various offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly 

neighbor with a most unusual chore. 

2012 Newbery Award winner. 

 

Greenwald, Tom – CHARLIE JOE JACKSON’S 

GUIDE TO NOT READING   Middle-schooler 

Charlie Joe is proud of his success at avoiding reading, 

but soon his schemes go too far. 

 

Grisham, John – THEODORE BOONE: KID 

LAWYER   13-year-old Theodore Boone finds 

himself involved in a murder trial because of his 

knowledge about a cold-blooded killer. 

2013 YRCA nominee.  
 

Halpin, Brenda – SHUTOUT 

14-year-old Amanda and her best friend Lena start 

high school looking forward to playing on the varsity 

soccer team, but when Lena makes varsity and 

Amanda doesn’t, their long friendship rapidly changes. 

 

Hautman, Pete – THE OBSIDIAN BLADE 

After 13-year-old Tucker Feye's parents disappear, he 

suspects that the strange disks of shimmering air that 

he keeps seeing are somehow involved. 

 

 

Hiaasen, Carl – CHOMP 

The difficult star of the reality television show 

"Expedition Survival" disappears in the Florida 

Everglades during filming at a wildlife refuge. 

 

Hilmo, Tess – WITH A NAME LIKE LOVE 

13-year-old Olivene Love gets tangled up in a murder 

mystery when her itinerant preaching family arrives in 

the small town of Binder, Arkansas in 1957. 

 

Horowitz, Anthony – RAVEN’S GATE 

Sent to live in a foster home in a remote Yorkshire 

village, Matt, a troubled 14-year-old English boy, 

uncovers an evil plot involving witchcraft. 

First in the Gatekeepers series. 

 

Howe, James – ADDIE ON THE INSIDE 

Outspoken 13-year-old Addie learns about love, loss, 

and staying true to herself as she navigates seventh 

grade, fights with her boyfriend, and endures gossip 

and meanness from her former best friend. 

Companion to THE MISFITS and TOTALLY 

JOE. 

 

L’Engle, Madeline – A WRINKLE IN TIME  

Meg Murray and her friends become involved with 

unearthly strangers as they search for Meg's father, 

who has disappeared. 

50
th

 anniversary, Newbery Award classic. 

 

Macy, Sue – WHEELS OF CHANGE: How women 

rode the bicycle to freedom   In the late 19
th

 century, 

the bicycle wasn’t just a fun way to get around. It took 

society by storm and changed women’s lives for the 

better.  

 

Mass, Wendy – 11 BIRTHDAYS 

After celebrating many birthdays together Amanda 

and Leo prepare to celebrate their eleventh birthday 

separately, but peculiar things happen as their birthday 

begins to repeat itself. 

2012 YRCA Winner. 

 

McCall, Guadelupe Garcia – UNDER THE 

MESQUITE   Throughout her high school years, as 

her mother battles cancer, Lupita takes on more 

responsibility for the house and seven younger siblings, 

while finding refuge in acting and writing poetry.  

2012 Pura Belpre Award. 



 

Morpurgo, Michael – WAR HORSE 

Joey the horse recalls his experiences growing up on 

an English farm, his struggle for survival as a cavalry 

horse during World War I, and his reunion with his 

beloved master. Companion: FARMBOY. 

2012 Paramount/SCT Production and movie. 

 

Palacios, R.J. – WONDER 

10-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with 

extreme facial abnormalities, goes from home-

schooling to fifth grade at a private middle school, and 

experiences both the taunts and kindnesses of his 

classmates as he struggles to be seen as a regular kid. 

 

Patterson, James – MIDDLE SCHOOL: THE 

WORST YEARS OF MY LIFE   When Rafe Kane 

enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend 

to create a game to make school more fun by trying to 

break every rule. Sequel: MIDDLE SCHOOL: GET 

ME OUT OF HERE. 

 

Perkins, Lynn – AS EASY AS FALLING OFF THE 

FACE OF THE EARTH   A teenaged boy 

encounters one comedic calamity after another when a 

train strands him in the middle of nowhere and 

everything comes down to luck. 

2013 YRCA nominee. 

 

Riordan, Rick – THE LOST HERO 

Jason, Piper, and Leo find themselves at Camp Half-

Blood, where they learn that they are demigods and 

begin a quest to free the goddess Hera from Mother 

Earth herself. 

2013 YRCA nominee. 

 

Riordan, Rick – THE RED PYRAMID 

Brilliant Egyptologist Dr. Julius Kane accidentally 

unleashes the Egyptian god Set, who banishes the 

doctor to oblivion and forces his two children to 

embark on a dangerous journey. 

2013 YRCA nominee. 

 

Say, Allen – DRAWING FROM MEMORY 

Caldecott medalist Allen Say chronicles his 

experiences as an artist during World War II and 

describes his relationship with his mentor, Japan's 

leading cartoonist. 

 

 

Scieszka, Jon, editor– GUYS READ: THRILLER 

A collection of ten short mysteries and thrillers by 

your favorite authors. 

 

Selznick, Brian – WONDERSTRUCK 

Ben and Rose secretly wish their lives were different. 

Ben longs for the father he has never known; Rose is 

compelled to search for something missing in her life. 

Their lives intersect in a surprising way. Ben’s story is 

told in words; Rose’s in pictures. 

 

Smith, Roland – PEAK 

A 14-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person 

to reach the top of Mount Everest. 

 

Sonnenblick, Jordan – CURVEBALL: THE YEAR I 

LOST MY GRIP   After an injury ends star pitcher 

Peter Friedman's athletic dreams, he concentrates on 

photography, which leads him to a girlfriend, fame as 

a high school sports photographer, and a deeper 

relationship with his beloved grandfather. 

 

Spinelli, Jerry – CRASH 

7th-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always been 

comfortable with his tough behavior, until his 

relationship with a Quaker boy and his grandfather's 

stroke make him consider the meaning of friendship. 

2013 Seattle Children’s Theater production. 

 

Stead, Rebecca – WHEN YOU REACH ME 

A 12-year-old girl, who loves the book A Wrinkle in 

Time, tries to make sense of a series of mysterious 

notes from an anonymous visitor from the future.  

2010 Newbery Award winner. 

 

Telgemeier, Raina – SMILE  

The author relates her experiences after she injures her 

teeth and has to wear embarrassing braces, while 

dealing with the trials and tribulations of middle 

school. 

Graphic novel. 2013 YRCA nominee. 
 

Venkatraman, Padma – ISLAND’S END 

15-year-old Uido trains to be the new spiritual leader 

of her remote Andaman Island tribe, while facing 

increasing threats from the modern world. 

Great Reads  
for Middle Schoolers 

2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Northwest School 
Library 

 
Nancy Highiet, Librarian  

Cathy Friedman, Library Assistant 
Lilly Cameron, Drawing 

Adrienne Pasta, Layout/Image Editing 
 
 

1415 Summit Avenue  
Seattle, WA 98122 


