
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2014 

Dear Families, 

So many great books, so hard to choose! Every year the Northwest School librarians create suggested 

reading lists for our students. These books are not required, but summer is a terrific time to read in your 

favorite, comfortable spot, on the couch, in a hammock, or at the beach – with lots of sunscreen of 

course! This year’s list includes fiction and non‐fiction titles by some of the best authors and covers a 

broad range of genres. 

Do you ever wonder what your teachers were reading when they were in Middle School? We asked 

NWS faculty members to tell us their favorite titles when they were your age. You’ll find their name and 

department at the end of the book description.  

If you see “     “ preceding a book title, it means that an audio book is available for that title in our 

collection.  

This list is also available on the NWS Library website, under Recreational Reading. All of these books may 

be found at your local public library: 

Seattle Public Library 

King County Library System 

If you’d like to purchase books, please consider supporting Elliott Bay Book Company, our longtime 

friend and neighbor. Elliott Bay Book Company will provide a credit to the Northwest School Library 

every time a parent, guardian, or student makes a purchase. 

Enjoy your summer and we look forward to seeing and meeting you in September! 

Nancy Highiet and Alicia Kalan 
NWS Librarians 

  



Great Reads for NWS 

Middle Schoolers, 2014 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

33 Minutes by Todd Hasak-Lowy   An epic lunch period leads to 7th grader Sam's former best friend--now a popular 
athlete--promising to beat Sam up at recess in exactly 33 minutes. 
 
Addie on the Inside by James Howe   Outspoken Addie learns about love, loss, and staying true to herself as she 
navigates seventh grade. 
 
Better Nate Than Ever by Tim Federle   An eighth-grader who dreams of performing in a Broadway musical concocts a 
plan to run away to New York and audition for the role of Elliot in the musical version of "E.T." 
 
Boy21 by Matthew Quick   Finley lives in a dismal town that is ruled by the Irish mob. When his coach asks him to 
mentor a student who has transferred from an elite school, he finds that they have a lot in common. 

 
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan   Willow (12), genius and outsider, must figure out how to connect with other 
people and find a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car accident. 
 
Courage Has No Color by Tanya Lee Stone   Examines the role of America's first black paratroopers, the Triple Nickles, 
who fought against attacks on the American West by the Japanese during World War II. 
 
Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury   In a small town in 1928, a twelve year-old boy savors the magic of childhood and the 
wonders of summer. (Nancy Highiet – Library) 
 
Dogs of War by Sheila Keenan   Three fictional stories, told in graphic novel format, about soldiers in World War I, World 
War II, and the Vietnam War who were aided by combat dogs. Based on true stories. 
 
The Dumbest Idea Ever! by Jimmy Gownley  In this graphic novel memoir, Jimmy Gownley shares his experiences as 
he grows into a teenage comic book artist. 
 
Eruption! by Elizabeth Rusch   Andy Lockhart, John Pallister, and their team describe their life-risking efforts to 
investigate the dangerous volcanoes that pose threats to more than one billion people worldwide. 
 
Escape from Mr Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein   Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library with 
other students but finds that come morning they must solve puzzles in order to escape. 
 
The Eye of Minds by James Dashner   Michael is a skilled internet gamer in a world of advanced technology. When a 
cyber-terrorist begins to threaten players, Michael is called upon to seek him, and his secrets, out. 
 
Flora and Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo   Rescuing a squirrel after an accident involving a vacuum cleaner, Flora Belle 
Buckman is astonished when the squirrel, Ulysses, demonstrates astonishing powers of strength and flight. 2014 Newbery 
Winner. 
 
Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes   A mentally challenged man receives an operation that turns him into a 
genius...and introduces him to heartache. (Alex Chen – Math) 
 
Game Changers: Heavy Hitters by Mike Lupica   Ben and his friends, the Core Four Plus One, are so excited to play in 
their town's All-Star Baseball league. But, in the first game of the season, Ben gets hit by a pitch. 
 
Ghosts I Have Been by Richard Peck   Blossom Culp's gift of second sight, which she discovers gradually, leads her 
into some unusual adventures. (Tamara Bunnell – Humanities) 
 
Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design by Chip Kidd   An introduction to the ways designers communicate their ideas 
to the world.  



 
Half a Chance by Cynthia Lord   Lucy has just moved to a small rural community. She plans to spend the summer taking 
photos for a contest, but pictures sometimes reveal more than people are willing to see. 

 
Hostage Three by Nick Lake   Amy, her father, and her stepmother becomes hostages when Somalian pirates seize 
their yacht. 
 
Loki’s Wolves by Kelley Armstrong   Matt is a descendent of the god Thor, and his classmates Fen and Laurie are 
descendants of the god Loki. These human descendants must fight monsters to prevent the end of the world. 
 
The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury   The tranquility of Mars is disrupted by the earthmen who have come to 
conquer space, colonize the planet, and escape a doomed Earth. (Julie Kim – Humanities) 
 
The Meaning of Maggie by Megan Jean Sovern   Maggie is an A-plus student with big plans for herself. She is also 
facing a lot of problems; starting middle school and figuring out how to help her father in a wheelchair. 
 
Mira in the Present Tense by Sita Brahmachari   Mira Levenson uses her diary to try and make sense of friendship, 
puberty, death, and other aspects of life as she approaches her twelfth birthday. 
 
My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George   Unhappy in his family's NYC apartment, Sam runs away to the 
solitude of the mountains, where he finds a new side of himself. (Tuney Kannapell – Head of Middle School) 
 
My Sister Lives on the Mantelpiece by Annabel Pitcher   Jamie (12) is far more interested in his cat, his birthday 
Spiderman T-shirt, and keeping his new Muslim friend a secret, than his sister’s death 7 years earlier. 
 
Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool   An Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian 
Trail where they deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters. 2014 Printz Award Winner. 
 
Nicholas by Renee Goscinny   Follows Nicholas as he runs away, buys his mother a birthday gift, and worries about 
showing his parents his report card. (David Montero – Spanish) 
 
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry   In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns 
how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. (Alicia Kalan – Library) 
 
One+One=Blue by MJ Auch   Basil, the class loser, reluctantly becomes friends with a bossy new girl who, like Basil, 
has synesthesia and comes to his aid when his estranged mother returns and turns his life upside down. 
 
Red Madness by Gail Jarrow   An account of the mysterious disease called pellagra that spread across the American 
South in the early 1900’s and made people weak, disfigured, and insane. 
 
The Reluctant Journal of Henry K Larsen by Susin Nielsen   When Henry (13) and his family move to the city to leave 
behind a secret tragedy, Henry finds journaling is his best friend. 2015 YRCA Nominee. 
 
Rose Under Fire by Elizabeth Wein   American pilot Rose is captured by Nazis and sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious 
women's concentration camp where she finds hope through loyalty, bravery, and friendship. 
 
The Summer I Saved the World… In 65 Days by Michele Hurwitz Weber   Nina (13) spends a summer secretly doing 
good deeds for her neighbors and enjoying the changes she brings about.  
 
Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt   The Tuck family is confronted with a situation when they discover that a girl and a 
stranger now share their secret about a spring whose water keeps one young. (Isabel Constanzo – Receptionist) 
 
The Vigilante Poets of Selwyn Academy by Kate Hattemer   When a sleazy reality television show takes over Ethan's 
arts academy, he and his friends concoct an plan to take it down. 
 
We Are America by Walter Dean Myers   Examines the events and people that have shaped America. 
 
Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula K LeGuin   Ged is the greatest sorcerer in all Earthsea, but once he was called 
Sparrowhawk, a reckless youth, hungry for power and knowledge. (Erica Bergamini – Science) 

 


