
Levithan, David – BOY MEETS BOY 
Paul has both gay and straight friends who hang 
out together at bookstores and concerts and 
advise one another on the progress of their 
various romances. 
 
L’Engle, Madeleine – A WRINKLE IN TIME 
Meg Murray and her friends become involved 
with unearthly strangers as they search for Meg’s 
father. 
 
Martin, Ann M. – A DOG’S LIFE: 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A STRAY 
From the comfort of her new home, a dog named 
Squirrel tells the story of her 10 years as a stray. 
YRCA 2008 nominee. 
 
McCaughrean, Geraldine – THE KITE RIDER
In 13th Century China, 12-year-old Haoyou has 
life changing adventures when he takes to the 
sky as a circus kite rider. 
 
Mosley, Walter – 47 
Number 47, a 14-year-old slave growing up 
under the watchful eye of a brutal master, meets 
the mysterious Tall John, who introduces him to 
magical ideas and the meaning of freedom. 
 
Nix, Garth – SABRIEL 
Sabriel, daughter of a sorcerer, must journey into
the mysterious and magical Old Kingdom to
rescue her father from the Land of the Dead.
First in Abhorsen series. 
 
Oppel, Kenneth – SKYBREAKER 
Matt, an Airship Academy student, teams up with 
a gypsy and an heiress to find a long lost airship 
rumored to carry secret treasure. Prequel: 
AIRBORN. 
 
Perkins, Lynne Rae – CRISS CROSS 
Small town teens search for the meaning of life 
and love. YRCA 2008 nominee. 
 
 
 
 

Riordan, Rick – THE LIGHTNING THIEF 
After learning that he is the son of a mortal 
woman and Poseidon, 12-year-old Percy is sent 
to a summer camp for demigods like himself. 
YRCA 2008 nominee. 
 
Ritter, John H. – THE BOY WHO SAVED 
BASEBALL 
The fate of a small California town rests on the 
outcome of one baseball game. 
 
Sachar, Louis – SMALL STEPS 
3 years after being released from Camp Green 
Lake, Armpit is trying hard to keep his life on 
track. Prequel: HOLES. 
 
Schlosser, Eric – CHEW ON THIS: 
EVERTHING YOU DON’T WANT TO KNOW 
ABOUT FAST FOOD 
Unwrap the fast food with a behind-the-scenes 
look at a business that both feeds and feeds off 
the young. 
 
Smith, Jeff – BONE VOLUME ONE: OUT 
FROM BONEVILLE 
A graphic novel following three cousins expelled 
from their town who separate and encounter odd 
creatures and strange happenings. First in Bone 
series. 
 
Stevenson, Robert Louis – KIDNAPPED 
In this classic about the struggle of the Scottish 
highlanders against English rule, 16-year-old 
David is kidnapped by his villainous uncle. 
 
Whelan, Gloria – LISTENING FOR LIONS 
In 1919 British East Africa, 13-year-old Rachel 
loses her missionary parents during an influenza 
epidemic. When she turns to her English 
neighbors for help, the Pritchards ensnare her in 
a shocking, ill-intentioned scheme. YRCA 2008 
nominee. 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline – HUSH 
13-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when 
her family enters the witness protection program.
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Alcott, Louisa May – LITTLE WOMEN 
This classic chronicles the joys and sorrows of the 
four March sisters as they grow into women in 
19th century New England. 2008 Village 
Theatre production. 
 
Allende, Isabel – CITY OF BEASTS 
15-year-old Alexander Cold accompanies his 
grandmother on an expedition to the Amazon to 
find a beast. Sequel: KINGDOM OF THE 
DRAGON. 
 
Anderson, M. T. – WHALES ON STILTS 
Racing against the clock, two shy middle school 
friends help Lily stop her father’s conniving boss 
from taking over the world. YRCA 2008 
nominee. 
 
Balliett, Blue – CHASING VERMEER 
When seemingly unrelated and strange events
start to happen and a precious painting
disappears, Petra and Calder combine their
talents to expose an international art scandal.
YRCA 2007 favorite. 
 
Bauer, Joan – BEST FOOT FORWARD 
16-year-old Jenna drives to Texas bringing the 
elderly owner of a shoe chain to confront her 
son. Prequel: RULES OF THE ROAD. 
 
Broach, Elise – SHAKESPEARE’S SECRET 
6th grader Hero, named after a character from a 
Shakespeare play, follows the mystery of the 
origins of her name back 500 years. YRCA 2008 
nominee. 
 
Bruchac, Joseph – CODE TALKER: A NOVEL 
ABOUT THE NAVAJO MARINES OF WWII 
Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited 
by the Marines to become code talkers, sending 
messages during WWII in Navajo language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choldenko, Gennifer – AL CAPONE DOES 
MY SHIRTS 
A 12-year-old boy named Moose moves to 
Alcatraz Island in 1935 when his father takes a 
new job. He contends with his new surroundings 
and his autistic sister. 
 
Cooper, Susan – THE DARK IS RISING 
On his 11th birthday, Will Stanton discovers he is 
the last of the Old Ones, dedicated to fighting the 
forces of evil. Third in the Dark is Rising 
sequence. 
 
Cooney, Caroline B. – CODE ORANGE 
While conducting research for a high school book 
report, a teenage boy unwittingly puts himself 
and others in danger. YRCA 2008 nominee.  
 
Creech, Sharon – THE WANDERER 
13-year-old Sophie and her cousin Cody record 
their Transatlantic crossing aboard the Wanderer, 
a 45-foot sailboat en route to England to visit 
their grandfather. 
 
Cummings, Priscilla – RED KAYAK 
Living near the water, Brady and his best friends 
J.T. and Digger become entangled in a tragedy 
that tests their friendship. YRCA 2007 favorite.
 
 
Farmer, Nancy – HOUSE OF THE SCORPION
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt 
enjoys special status as the young clone of the 
corrupt leader of a drug empire. 
 
Funke, Corneila – DRAGON RIDER 
After learning that humans are headed toward his 
hidden home, Firedrake, a silver dragon, is joined 
by a brownie and an orphan boy in a quest to 
find a legendary valley. YRCA 2007 winner. 
 
Giff, Patricia Reilly – LILY’S CROSSING 
During the summer of 1944, Lily’s friendship with 
a young Hungarian refugee helps her to see the 
war and her own world differently. 2008 Village 
Theatre production. 
 

Gore, Al – AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH: THE 
CRISIS OF GLOBAL WARMING 
A Middle School adaptation of the award winning 
book and documentary. 
 
Haddix, Margaret Peterson – DOUBLE 
IDENTITY 
13-year-old Bethany’s parents have always been 
overprotective, but when they suddenly drop out 
of sight, she uncovers shocking secrets about 
them. YRCA 2008 nominee. 
 
Hale, Shannon – PRINCESS ACADEMY 
While attending a strict academy for potential 
princesses, 14-year-old Miri discovers unexpected 
talents and connections to her homeland. 
 
Henkes, Kevin – OLIVE’S OCEAN 
On a summer visit to her grandmother’s ocean 
cottage, Martha gains perspective on the death of 
her classmate and her relationships. 
 
Hiaasen, Carl – HOOT 
Roy, the new kid in town, stumbles upon a 
mystery that involves the building of a restaurant 
in endangered owl habitat. Sequel: FLUSH. 
 
Juby, Susan – ALICE MACLEOD, REALIST AT 
LAST 
16-year-old Alice uses her screenwriting 
aspirations to get through a challenging period in 
her life. Third in the Alice series, YRCA 2008 
nominee. 
 
Korman, Gordon – NO MORE DEAD DOGS 
When 8th grade football hero Wallace Wallace is 
sentenced to detention requiring attendance at 
school play rehearsals, he unexpectedly becomes 
wrapped up in the production. 
 
Lat – KAMPUNG BOY 
A graphic novel relating the life adventures of a 
boy growing up on a rubber plantation in rural 
Malaysia. 
 
 
 




