
The Northwest School  
Suggested Summer Reading 

Complete List 
 
Abdel-Fattah, Randa.  Does My Head Look Big in This?   

Like most teenagers, Amal, an Australian-Palestinian girl living in Melbourne has 
decisions to make.  Her Muslim faith requires that she wear the headscarf, or hijab.  Her 
friend Adam becomes very defensive when she tries to explain her decision, how can 
she balance her faith with her friendships and school?   

 
Appelt, Kathi.  The Underneath.   Ranger, a lonely old hound finds companions in a stray cat 

and her two kittens on the magical East Texas bayou.  Can Ranger keep this makeshift 
family together after Mother Cat is gone?  

 
Bechard, Margaret.  Hanging onto Max.   

As if his senior year of high school weren’t challenging enough, Sam decides to raise his 
baby, Max when the baby’s teen mother wants to put him up for adoption.  

 
Bertagna, Julie.  Exodus. 

After the ice caps melt, Mara’s island will soon disappear beneath the sea.  Fifteen-year 
old Mara and her village escape to a city built above the waves only to be denied 
entrance as unwanted refugees.  Intrepid Mara finds her way into the city and with the 
help of the tree-nesters searches for a solution for all of the refugees.   

 
Boyne, John.  The Boy in the Stripped Pajamas.  

Bored and lonely in 1942 Berlin, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in 
striped pajamas who lives behind a barbed wire fence.   

 
Buck, Rinker.  Flight of Passage.  Non-fiction 

In 1966 two brothers got the idea to save up their money to buy an airplane and fly it 
across the United States.  Without even a radio, because they couldn’t afford one, the 
boys become the youngest aviators on record to fly from coast to coast across the 
United States.   

 
Card, Orsen Scott. Ender’s Game.   

Recruited with other talented game players, Ender is trained by the government to win a 
virtual game against aliens.  Soon he starts to wonder if it is just a game . . . 

 
Castellucci, Cecil. Plain Janes. 

A group of misfit teenage girls survive the miseries of high school by forming a secret 
club devoted to street art.  A Graphic Novel.  

 
Christopher, John.  The White Mountains .  

Will Parker escapes to the White Mountains to avoid total mind control.  Can he and his 
friends find a way to destroy the tripods and end their domination? 

 
Clements, Andrew.  Things Not Seen.  

Bobbie wakes up one morning, looks in the mirror and can’t see himself!  While being 
invisible has its advantages, Bobbie soon realizes that there are some serious 
drawbacks.   

 



Curtis, Christopher Paul.  Elijah of Buxton.  
Eleven-year old Elijah is the first freeborn child in Buxton, Canada, a haven for runaway 
American slaves.  When he returns to America in pursuit of the thief who has stolen a 
friend’s money, he discovers the horror of the life his parents fled.  

 
Cushman, Karen.  The Loud Silence of Francine Green. 

In 1949 Los Angeles, Francine, a quiet 8th grader at All Saints School for Girls, is happy 
dreaming of movie stars and staying out of trouble. Her life changes when she becomes 
friends with rebellious and outspoken Sophie.  As the McCarthy blacklists and the Cold 
War begin to touch both their lives, Francine learns to stand up for what she believes 
and to question authority. 

 
Engle, Margarita.  The Poet Slave of Cuba:  A Biography of Juan Francisco Manzano.   

Told in poetry of her own, the author relates the story of the ensavled poet Juan 
Francisco Manzano, who grew up in Cuba early in the 19th century.   

 
Gaiman, Neil.  The Graveyard.  

To escape the killer of his parents, Bod hides out in the graveyard where he is protected 
by a being that hovers between the land of the living and the land of the dead.   

 
George, Jean Craighead.  Julie of the Wolves. 

Lost in the Alaskan wilderness, Miyax survives with the help of a pack of Artic wolves.   
 
George, Jean Craighead.  My Side of the Mountain. 

Have you ever wanted to run away?  Tired of living in crowded Manhattan and yearning 
for the woods, Sam Gribley, armed with a penknife, a ball of cord and forty dollars takes 
off to his grandfather’s land to live in a tree house.   

 
Hale, Shannon.  Book of a Thousand Days.   

Born on the Mongolian Steppes in the 13th Century, resourceful Dashti takes care of her 
mistress despite huge obstacles, like being attacked by a talking wolf.   

 
Hiaasen, Carl.  Hoot  

New to south Florida, Roy becomes curious about another kid he sees who not only 
doesn't go to school, but who doesn't wear shoes.  Something strange is going on at the 
Pancake house construction site -- Is this shoeless kid behind the alligators in the port-a-
potty?    

 
Hinton, S.E.  The Outsiders. 

Written by the author when she was only 15 in the 1960s.  This controversial book tells 
the story of three boys whose parents have been killed in an automobile accident.  Told 
from the perspective of the youngest brother, Ponyboy, the boys try unsuccessfully to 
stay out of trouble in the rough part of town that they live in.   

 
Holm, Jennifer.  My Only May Amelia.  

Not only does twelve-year old May Amelia have seven older brother, she is the only girl 
ever born in the New Settlement in 1899 Washington State.  Life is full of hardships, 
from getting her foot caught in an animal trap to a cougar’s attack on her brothers.   

 
Howe, James.  Totally Joe. 

Friendship is about who you are and not what you are.  Joe, who is fun, and funny, great 



to be with and gay, has lots of friends, and a few enemies.  We get a window on Joe’s 
world through his 7th grade alpha-biography assignment.   

 
Korman, Gordon.  Schooled.  

Growing up home-schooled on a hippie commune is not exactly great training for 
success in a public middle school.  Capricorn, or Cap, as he likes to be called, is out of 
sync with current kid culture, but manages to turn the tables on the school bullies.   

 
Jimenez, Francisco.  Breaking Through. 

Now a professor at Santa Clara University, this is the true story of Francisco Jimenez’s 
childhood as a migrant farm worker.   

 
Landy, Derek.  Skulduggery Pleasant. 

When twelve-year old Stephanie inherits her weird uncle’s estate she must join forces 
with Skulduggery Pleasant, a skeleton mage, to save the world from the Faceless Ones.  

 
Larbalestier, Justine.  How to Ditch Your Fairy.  

Not everyone has a fairy, and not everyone wants a fairy.   When fourteen-year old 
Charlie gets tired of being hauled around to all sorts of places, just because she has a 
parking place fairy, she decides to find a way to get rid of her fairy.  Not only is it is 
harder than she thinks, it gets her in all sorts of difficulties.   

 
Law, Ingrid.  Savvy.   

Turning thirteen, Mibs Beaumont is about to find out what her supernatural power or 
savvy, will be.  One brother can cause hurricanes, and another creates electricity.  Mibs 
wants a savvy that will be able to help the family.   

 
Peet, Mal.  Keeper. 

The worst soccer player in his village as a child, El Gato, as he is later called, finds a 
goalie mentor tucked deep in the South American jungle and becomes a World Cup-
winning goalkeeper.   

   
Pfeffer, Susan.  Life as We Knew It. 

Miranda’s life (and everyone else’s on earth) changes dramatically after the moon is hit 
by a meteor and knocked off orbit, putting into motion extreme climate change.  

 
Rawls, Wilson.  Where the Red Fern Grows.  

Life in the Ozarks is hard, but Billy has two redbone hounds, Little Ann and Old Dan as 
his best friends and hunting partners.   

 
Rex, Adam.  The True Meaning of Smekday. 

When her mother is abducted by aliens on Christmas Eve, eleven-year old Tip sets out 
to find her and save the planet from disaster at the same time.   

 
Scieszka, Jon.  Knucklehead:   Tall Tales and Mostly True Stories about Growing Up Scieszka.  

Award-winning author of many children’s books, Jon Scieszka hilariously recounts his 
childhood as the second of six sons.   

 
Smith, Roland.  Peak. 

Climbing is in Peak’s blood, and when his Dad, whom he barely knows asks him to climb 
Mount Everest with him, Peak can’t wait.  Trekking up the mountain, Peak begins to 
wonder if he can really trust his father.   



 
Sonnenblick, Jordan.  Zen and the Art of Faking It.   

San Lee is the new kid, once more,  in town and in school.  For a class project he 
pretends to be a Zen Master, but then when everyone starts to believe it, San Lee 
doesn’t know what to do.   

 
Tan, Shaun.  The Arrival.  

This story of a man who leaves his family to journey to a new land, where he doesn’t 
know the customs or the language is told entirely through beautifully detailed 
illustrations. A Graphic Novel. 

 
Werlin, Nancy.  Rules of Survival. 

For Matt and his sisters Callie and Emmy, life with Mom is like a roulette game – they 
never know what she will do and what the consequences will be.  Her mental illness 
impacts every facet of their lives, except for school.  Matt knows this is beyond him, but 
how can he get some of the adults in his life to buy into a solution for his family?   

 
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Feathers. 

There are two very clear  sides of the track in Francine’s town, for the most part it is very 
clear who should be on which side.  But when a white boy, the kids nickname Jesus, 
comes to her school, Francine watches as the class dynamics change and how the class 
bully ceases to be able to intimidate.     

 
Wright, Bil.  When the Black Girl Sings. 

Who knew that Lahni Schuler had such a great voice? An African American girl with 
white parents, unexpectedly Lahni finds a music mentor.   Does she have what it takes 
to win the talent contest?   

 
Zusak, Markus.  The Book Thief. 

What is it like to have to hide the biggest secret from your best friend?  Growing up in 
Nazi Germany, Leisle knows it is not a game, but true life and death.   

 
 


