
 

Alvarez, Julia – RETURN TO SENDER 

When 11-year-old Tyler’s family hires a family of 

migrant Mexican workers to help save their farm, he 

befriends the daughter. After he discovers they may 

not be in the country legally, he realizes that real 

friendship knows no borders. 

2010 Pura Belpre Award. 

 

Anderson, Laurie Halse  - CHAINS 

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a 

slave named Isabel spies for the rebels during the 

Revolutionary War. 

2011 Young Readers’ Choice Award nominee. 

 

Cabot, Meg  - AIRHEAD 

16-year-old Emerson Watts is the recipient of a "whole 

body transplant" and finds herself transformed into a 

world-famous teen supermodel. 

2011 YRCA nominee. 

 

Cashore, Kim - GRACELING 

In a world where some people are born with extreme 

skills called Graces, Katsa struggles for redemption 

from her own horrifying Grace, the Grace of killing. 

2011 Evergreen and YRCA nominee. 

 

Castellucci, Cecil – THE PLAIN JANES 

A group of teenage girls survives the miseries of high 

school by forming a secret club devoted to street art. 

2010 YRCA NWS favorite. Graphic Novel.  

 

Choldenko, Gennifer - IF A TREE FALLS AT 

LUNCH PERIOD 

Kirsten and Walk, seventh-graders at an elite private 

school, alternately tell how race, wealth, weight, and 

other issues shape their relationships as they stand up 

to a mean but influential classmate. 

 

Colfer, Eoin - AIRMAN 

In the late 19th century, Conor, imprisoned for treason, 

plans a daring escape by way of a flying machine that 

he must design, build, and trust to carry him to safety. 

2011 YRCA nominee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collins, Suzanne – THE HUNGER GAMES 

In a society where the rulers maintain control through 

an annual televised survival competition, Katniss’s 

skills are put to the test against other teens. 

2011 Evergreen and YRCA nominee.  

First in series. 

 

Curtis, Christopher Paul – ELIJAH OF BUXTON 

11-year-old Elijah is the first freeborn child in Buxton, 

Canada, a haven for runaway slaves.  When he returns 

to America to pursue the thief who has stolen a 

friend’s money, he discovers the horror of the life his 

parents fled.   

 

Dahl, Roald – BOY 

Humorous anecdotes from the author's childhood. 

Biography. 

 

Dashner, James –THE MAZE RUNNER 

16-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory, in the 

middle of a maze from which he needs to escape. 

 

Farr, Richard – EMPERORS OF THE ICE 

Apsley Cherry-Garrard shares his adventures as the 

youngest member of Robert Scott's expedition to 

Antarctica in the early 20th century. 

2009 Washington State Book Award. 

 

Feig, Paul - IGNATIUS MCFARLAND, 

FREQUENAUT 

Bullied in school, 12-year-old Iggy longs to travel to 

another planet and live among extraterrestrials. 

2011 YRCA nominee. 

 

Gaiman, Neil – THE GRAVEYARD BOOK 

To escape his parent’s murderer, Bod hides out in a 

graveyard where he is adopted by ghosts who protect 

him. 

2011 Evergreen and YRCA nominee.  

2009 Newbery Award winner. 

 

Haddix, Margaret Peterson - FOUND 

When Jonah and Chip learn they were discovered on a 

plane full of babies that appeared out of nowhere, they 

realize that they have uncovered a mystery involving 

time travel and mysterious forces. 

2011 YRCA nominee. 

 

 

Hale, Shannon – RAPUNZEL’S REVENGE 

In this Old West retelling, Rapunzel uses her hair as a 

lasso and takes on outlaws, including her evil 

stepmother. 

2011 YRCA nominee. Graphic Novel. 

 

Hiaasen, Carl - HOOT 

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, 

becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a 

colony of burrowing owls from a proposed 

construction site. 

NWS favorite. 

 

Higson, Charles – SILVERFIN 

This prequel to the adventures of James Bond 

introduces the young James when he is starting 

boarding school in England and about to become 

involved in his first adventure.  

First book in Young Bond series.  

 

Hoose, Philip -  CLAUDETTE COLVIN: TWICE 

TOWARD JUSTICE 

The first in-depth account of a little-known civil rights 

figure, whose story provides fresh perspective on the 

Montgomery bus protest of 1955-1956. 

2010 Newbery Honor book.  

2009 National Book Award Winner. 

 

Kelly, Jacqueline – THE EVOLUTION OF 

CALPURNIA TATE 

In 1899 Texas, 11-year-old Callie Vee Tate is 

instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love 

from her older brothers, and studies the natural world 

with her grandfather. 

2010 Newbery Honor book. 

 

Kibuishi, Kazu - AMULET: THE STONEKEEPER 

Em and Navin, desperate not to lose their mother, 

follow her into an underground world inhabited by 

demons, robots, talking animals and a terrifying 

monster. 

2011 YRCA nominee. Graphic Novel. Series. 

 

Kinney, Jeff  - DIARY OF A WIMPY KID 

Greg Heffley records his triumphs and trials while 

navigating the harsh world of middle school.  

2010 YRCA winner. First in series. 

 



 

Korman, Gordon – SCHOOLED 

Homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, Cap knows 

a lot about tie-dyeing and Buddhism.  But when forced 

to attend public middle school, he discovers that no 

education could prepare him for school politics.  

2010 YRCA winner. 

 

Lupica, Mike - HEAT 

Pitching prodigy Michael is on the run from social 

services, after being banned from playing Little 

League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only 

twelve years old. 

 

Mass, Wendy – EVERY SOUL A STAR 

Ally, Bree and Jack meet at the one place the Great 

Eclipse can be seen in totality, each carrying the 

burden of different personal problems. 

 

Montgomery, L. M. – ANNE OF GREEN GABLES 

Anne, a stubborn, outspoken orphan, charms those 

who want to send her away from Green Gables, until 

they are unable to imagine life without her. 

2010-2011 Village Theatre production.  

 

O’Dell, Kathleen – AGNES PARKER…KEEPING 

COOL IN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Agnes Parker tries to keep a low profile in middle 

school, but harassment from eighth-grade boys and a 

friendship with a boy in her art class make it difficult. 

 

Pierce, Tamora – ALANNA:THE FIRST 

ADVENTURE 

11-year-old Alanna, who aspires to be a knight even 

though she is a girl, disguises herself as a boy to 

become a royal page. 

NWS favorite. First in series. 

 

Pollan, Michael -THE OMNIVORE’S DILEMMA, 

(Young readers’ edition) 

Pollan follows each of the food chains--industrial 

food, organic or alternative food, and food we forage 

ourselves--from the source to the final meal. 

 

Riordan, Rick – THE MAZE OF BONES 

Minutes before she dies, Grace Cahill changes her 

will, leaving her descendants a choice between a 

million dollars or a clue to the family’s power. 

2011 YRCA nominee. First in series. 

 

Scieszka, Jon – KNUCKLEHEAD 

Award-winning children’s author Jon Scieszka 

recounts hilarious stories about his childhood as the 

second of six sons. 

2011 Evergreen nominee. Biography. 

 

Scott, Michael – THE ALCHEMYST 

Twins Sophie and Josh find themselves caught up in a 

deadly centuries-old struggle between rival alchemists 

over the possession of an ancient and powerful book. 

2010 YRCA NWS favorite. First in series. 

 

Selznick, Brian - THE INVENTION OF HUGO 

CABRET 

When 12-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and 

repairing clocks in a Paris train station, meets a 

mysterious toyseller, his biggest secrets are 

jeopardized. 

2010 YRCA NWS favorite. 

 

Smith, Roland  - PEAK 

A 14-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person 

to reach the top of Mt. Everest. 

 

Stead, Rebecca  - WHEN YOU REACH ME 

A 12-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense 

of a series of mysterious notes received from an 

anonymous source who seems to defy the laws of time 

and space. 

2010 Newbery Award winner. 

 

Stewart, Trenton - THE MYSTERIOUS 

BENEDICT SOCIETY 

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four 

children are selected for a secret mission, where they 

go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very 

Enlightened. 

2010 YRCA NWS favorite. 

 

Westerfeld, Scott - LEVIATHAN 

In an alternate 1914 Europe, Austrian Prince Alek is 

on the run from the Clankers, who are attempting to 

control  the globe with  mechanical contraptions. 

 

Wittlinger, Ellen – PARROTFISH 

Grady, a transgender high school student, yearns for 

acceptance by his classmates and family. 
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