
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 2014 

Dear Families, 

So many great books, so hard to choose! Every year the Northwest School librarians create suggested 

reading lists for our students. These books are not required, but summer is a terrific time to read in your 

favorite, comfortable spot, on the couch, in a hammock, or at the beach – with lots of sunscreen of 

course! This year’s list includes fiction and non‐fiction titles by some of the best authors and covers a 

broad range of genres. 

Do you ever wonder what your teachers were reading when they were in high school? We asked NWS 

faculty members to tell us their favorite titles when they were your age. You’ll find their name and 

department at the end of the book description.  

If you see “     “ preceding a book title, it means that an audio book is available for that title in our 

collection.  

This list is also available on the NWS Library website, under Recreational Reading. All of these books may 

be found at your local public library: 

Seattle Public Library Summer Reading Program 

King County Library System 

If you’d like to purchase books, please consider supporting Elliott Bay Book Company, our longtime 

friend and neighbor. Elliott Bay Book Company will provide a credit to the Northwest School Library 

every time a parent, guardian, or student makes a purchase. 

Enjoy your summer and we look forward to seeing and meeting you in September! 

Nancy Highiet and Alicia Kalan 
NWS Librarians 

  



Great Reads For  

NWS 9
th

 Graders, 2014  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay by Michael Chabon   Joe Kavalier escaped from Nazi-occupied 
Prague, and now he must use his cunning wits to help rescue his family from Hitler's evil plans. Book-It Summer 
Production. 
 
The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver   When Taylor hits the road she has no real destination. By the time she ends 
up in Arizona, she has inherited a three-year-old Cherokee girl from an Indian woman. (Maya Soto – Dance) 
 
Boxer & Saints by Gene Luen Yang   An innovative new graphic novel in two volumes - the parallel stories of two 
young people caught up on opposite sides of a violent rift. 2013 National Book Award Finalist. 
 
Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut   A young writer decides to interview the children of a scientist primarily responsible for 
the creation of the atomic bomb. (Emma Wolf Saxon – Science) 
 
Changers by T Cooper and Allison Glock-Cooper   Ethan can’t wait for his first day of high school, until he wakes as 
a girl. He is a "Changer," one of a few humans who live out each year of high school as someone new.  
 
Courage Has No Color by Tanya Lee Stone   Examines the role of America's first black paratroopers, the Triple 
Nickles, who fought against attacks on the American West by the Japanese during World War II. 
 
David Copperfield by Charles Dickens   Raised by his brutal stepfather, who halts David's schooling and sends him to 
work in a factory, David eventually finds a home with his eccentric Aunt Betsey. (Laura Ferri – Theater) 
 
Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell   Cath struggles to survive on her own in her first year of college while avoiding a surly 
roommate, bonding with a handsome classmate, and worrying about her fragile father. 
 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury   A fireman for ten years, Guy never questions the joy of watching pages burn until 
he meets a girl who tells him of a past when people were not afraid of books and ideas. (Nancy Highiet – Library) 
 
For All of Us, One Today by Richard Blanco   The inaugural poet shares his life as a Latino immigrant and openly gay 
man discovering what it means to be an American. 2014 Seattle Reads title. 
 
Freakboy by Kristin Elizabeth Clark   Brendan (17), a wrestler, struggles to come to terms with his place on the 
transgender spectrum while Vanessa, the girl he loves, and Angel, a transgender acquaintance, try to help. 
 
Ghost Hawk by Susan Cooper   At the end of a winter-long journey into manhood, Little Hawk returns to find his village 
decimated by a white man's plague. 
 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams   After Earth is demolished to make way for a new hyperspatial 
expressway, Arthur Dent begins to hitch-hike through space. (Ben Lee – Head of Upper School) 
 
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai   When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, Malala Yousafzai refused to be 
silenced and fought for her right to an education. On October 9, 2012, she almost paid the ultimate price. 
 
If You Could Be Mine by Sara Farizan   In Iran, where homosexuality is punishable by death, Sahar and Nasrin love 
each other in secret until Nasrin's parents announce her marriage and Sahar proposes a drastic solution. 
 
The Impossible Knife of Memory by Laurie Halse Anderson   Hayley Kincaid and her father move back to their 
hometown to try a "normal" life, but the horrors he saw in the war threaten to destroy their lives. 
 
Ishmael by Daniel Quinn   A man answers an ad from a teacher looking for serious pupils, only to find himself alone in 
an abandoned office with a full-grown gorilla. "You are the teacher?" he asks incredulously. (Orion Baker – PE) 



Jane, The Fox, and Me by Fanny Britt   Hélène seeks solace in the pages of "Jane Eyre" while the kids at school 
ostracize her, but she finally finds friendship on a school camping trip. 
 
The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan   In 1949, four Chinese women begin meeting in San Francisco to play mah jong, 
invest in stocks, and "say" stories. They call their gathering the Joy Luck Club. (Mimi Yang – Math) 
 
Lexapros and Cons by Aaron Karo   Realizing that his OCD is out of control, Chuck Taylor (17), wants to win his best 
friend back and impress a new girl at school. 
 
More Than This by Patrick Ness   Seth drowns and then wakes - naked, thirsty, starving. But alive. How is that 
possible? He remembers dying. So how is he here? And where is this place?  
 
Noggin by John Corey Whaley   After dying at age sixteen, Travis' head was removed and frozen for five years before 
being attached to another body, and now the old Travis and the new must find a way to coexist. 
 
Openly Straight by Bill Konigsberg   Tired of being known as "the gay kid", Rafe assumes a new persona when he 
enters an elite prep school--but denying his identity has both complications and consequences. 
 
The Reason I Jump by Naoki Higashida   Naoki Higashida, a thirteen-year-old autistic boy, demonstrates how an 
autistic mind thinks, feels, perceives, and responds by answering more than fifty questions. 
 
Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier   A young girl becomes the second Mrs. Max de Winter, only to find that she is not the 
mistress of Manderley. Instead the house is dominated by the memory of Rebecca, her predecessor. (Victoria Dryden – 
Humanities) 
 
Short Stories of F Scott Fitzgerald   In his own time, F. Scott Fitzgerald was known as one of America's most gifted 
writers of short stories. These stories underscore the depth and range of his literary talents. (Jeremy Dewitt – Science, 
Cal Shaw – Humanities) 
 
Ten by Gretchen McNeil   Ten teens head to a house party at a remote island mansion off the Washington coast only 
for them to be picked off by a killer one by one. 
 
This Star Won’t Go Out by Esther Earl   A memoir told through the journals, letters, and stories of young cancer 
patient Esther Earl who inspired John Green’s The Fault in Our Stars. 
 
To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han   Lara Jean writes love letters to all the boys she has loved and then 
hides them in a hatbox until one day those letters are accidentally sent. 
 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith   Young Francie, having inherited both her father's romantic and her 
mother's practical nature, struggles to survive and thrive growing up in the slums of Brooklyn. (Alicia Kalan – Library) 
 
The Waking Dark by Wasserman   After a series of suicide-killings and a deadly storm, the residents of the town of 
Oleander, Kansas, start acting even more strangely than would be expected. Only the 5 witnesses of the murders retain 
their sound minds, and must band together to save the town from whatever has come over it. 
 
Watership Down by Richard Adams   Fiver could sense danger. Something terrible was going to happen to the 
warren; he felt sure of it. They had to leave immediately! (Priscilla Lindberg – Humanities) 
 
We Were Liars by E Lockhart   Spending the summers on her family's private island with her cousins and a special boy 
named Gat, Cadence struggles to remember what happened during her fifteenth summer. 
 
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls   A young boy living in the Ozarks achieves his heart's desire when he 
becomes the owner of two redbone hounds and teaches them to be champion hunters. (Kevin Alexander – Dean of 
Students) 
 
Winger by Andrew Smith   Two years younger than his classmates Ryan (14) grapples with living in the dorm for 
troublemakers, falling for his female best friend, and playing wing on the Varsity rugby team.  
 

 


