
SUMMITS 
2022



What are 
Summits?

• Two-week Cross-curricular and Cross-
Graded explorations

• Engage Students and Faculty in deep 
studies rooted in the school’s values, 
history, and mission

• April 4-15, after Spring Break

• Each Summit will have its own daily 
schedule, but the school day runs from 
9:00-3:00

• Some Summits require overnight travel, 
fees, or prior experience



Registration

• You (and your family, for Middle School) will receive an email from 
Kathryn Wallace with instructions for registration

• Choose your top 5 Summits
• We will do our best to get everyone into one of their top 

choices, but please remember you may not get your first choice

• Registration Form is due December 16
• Students who do not submit a registration form may be placed in 

any open Summit

• Placements will be announced in January



Questions?  Ask a teacher at the Summit Fair

• December 8 during Community Meeting
• Start in G Block for announcements

Material Science & Engineering A Terry

Science Fiction, Science Film A Terry

Songwriting and Recording A Terry

Cosmos B Bolivar

The March Goes On B Bolivar

Art Inspired by Seattle's History C Raymond

Artist as Messenger C Raymond

Radically Me C Raymond

Backpacking 101 D Earth Lab

JUST MONUMENTS D Earth Lab

Rock Climbing D Earth Lab

Canoe and You E Carson

Food & Culture Walk Through Seattle E Carson

The Magic Circle E Carson

Robotics & Ethics F Theater landing

Urban Agriculture and Sustainability F Theater landing

Food: 3 Cs G Commons

Hogwarts in the Haus G Commons

SENSational Self-Care G Commons

Homelessness in Seattle G Commons

Making Comics H Commons

The LandFillharmonic H Commons

Art of the Short Story H Commons

Deep Roots, Green Future H Commons

S(h)elf Discovery H Commons



Summit 
Descriptions

See the full catalog for more details!



Art Inspired by Seattle History

Gustavo Garces; Sandy Nelson

• 9th;10th;11th;12th

Explore the history of Seattle, visit historical meaningful 
sites that address topics such as environmental impact 
and justice, racism, sense of place and home. In the 
studio, create prints, drawings, paintings and ceramic 
pieces that explore your understanding of place as it 
relates personally and historically.

• 1. A deep appreciation for art and history required. 
2. There will be walking. 3. No previous art 
experience



Artist as Messenger

Lyn McCracken, Francoise Besnard, Sarah Porter

• 9th;10th;11th;12th

What is art? Who is considered an "artist?" Who interprets 
an artist's message and how? What does art-making do for 
communities?

• We will be walking most days--around the 
neighborhood, to galleries and museums and the 
streets. Wear walking shoes and weather-
appropriate clothing. Let us know if you need 
accessibility accommodations.



Backpacking 101 -
Deschutes River Trail

Richard Ha, Flora Weeks, Nathan Franck

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

Backpacking 101 is a basic skills course in safely 
exploring the wilderness. This program is intended for 
beginner backpackers with little to no experience for 
all grade levels. The first week of the trip will take 
place in Seattle, focused on skill development and trip 
preparation. The second week, we will be backpacking 
for four nights along the Deschutes River Trail in 
Oregon from April 10th-14th.

• Students need to be physically able to hike up to 
5 miles a day with a pack on. Students need to 
be able to be away from home Sunday April 
10th through Thursday, April 14th. Fee required



Canoe and You: 
Learn, Build, and 
Paddle

Sarah Chae, Sara Gutmann, Isaac Miller

• 9th;10th;11th;12th

Ever wanted to build your own boat? Come learn about native maritime cultures 
in and around the Seattle area, the history of canoe travel, and the mechanics of 
flotation, navigation, and boat construction. The first week we will build model 
boats, design original paddle art, and take a field trip to the Center for Wooden 
Boats to paddle an Umiaq as a team. In the second week, we will build a full-size 
canoe and paddle it on Green Lake!

• Students will be using hand tools and epoxy/varnish.



Jeremy DeWitt and Scott Davis

• 9th; 10th; 11th; 12th

What can the stars teach us about the cosmos, 
humanity, and ourselves? This stargazing 
expedition to the dark skies of Eastern Oregon will 
seek answers to these ancient questions. 

We will learn from astronomers, hone our 
observation skills, read science fiction, conduct 
independent projects, and find awe in the night 
sky.

• This summit includes a 5-day camping trip, 
Sunday, April 10th to Thursday, April 14th. 

• Prior camping experience is not required, but 
enthusiasm for being outside is a must. 

• We’ll be staying up late on several nights.

Cosmos: A Stargazing Summit



Designing Parks: Deep 
Roots, Green Future
• Isabel Constanzo and Marina Szende

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

• There are few things in our culture that are
shared by so many people as a public park.
What makes a truly great park? What is the
role of public space, especially parks, in the
overall life of a great city and community?
How do design, materials, landscaping,
access, etc. all intersect in the design of a
good park? How can I be an active member
of the public for whom these public spaces
are designed and built?

• In Partnership with Seattle
Architecture Foundation



Food & Culture Walk 
Through Seattle

Wain Joseph, Sam Simon, Zulnomaris Castro and Annette Galindo

• 9th;10th;12th;11th

In this summit, students will have an opportunity to take a closer 
look at the dominant food narrative in Seattle. Many restaurants 
while rebranded and advertised as "authentic", are often 
appropriated from the native cultures the food originated from. 
We will re-establish the celebration of these cultural foods by 
visiting and eating from local family-owned restaurants in 
Seattle and interviewing the immigrant owners about their 
narratives in establishing their businesses.

• Students will attend afternoon field trips 3 times a week



Food: Chemistry, Cooking 
and Community

Erica Bergamini, Ashleigh Bragg, Frances Tee, Lulu Hays, 
David Montero

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

This Summit will explore Breaking Bread through the lens 
of storytelling, food science, multi-cultural themes in food 
preparation and how food can nourish our sense of 
community. Days will be split into research and/or lab 
activities in the classroom and field trips and/or cooking 
activities.

• Students will be interacting with wheat flour and 
dairy ingredients.



Hogwarts in the 
Haus

Tamara Bunnell, Kathryn Wallace

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

The enduring impact and influence of J.K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter series is historically unprecedented. In 
this summit, we will explore the themes and ideas 
that underlie this seemingly simple tale of good and 
evil. In what ways does the Harry Potter universe 
reflect human history and our natural environment? 
What are the books asking us to think about in 
regard to social justice, fake news, the human 
psyche, and political control?

• Any student wishing to be part of this 
summit should have read the full series prior 
to the summit (not just seen the films)



Homelessness in Seattle 
and Build a Tiny House

Herb Bergamini, Perry Thiesen and Ryan Griffiths

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

This course will invite students to actively engage with 
the issue of homelessness, both by learning safe 
construction skills and techniques to build a tiny house 
and through daily reading, discussion, and 
reflection. Students will engage with the topic of the 
unhoused and the systemic factors that lead to 
homelessness with a goal of developing compassion, 
empathy and humanity.

• Students will need to dress for a construction site 
and be prepared to be on their feet for much of 
the day. Long pants, closed toe shoes.



JUST MONUMENTS: Why was this 
made and what do we do about it?

• Julia Freeman & Kate Boyd

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

• Through an interdisciplinary exploration of 
monuments and memorials, students will see the power 
of these genres, historically and in the present moment. 
Through research into the politics of location and image 
generation, students will "read" monuments and 
interpret them through a social justice lens. Students 
will layer their learning process and visual creations into 
a culminating "Way Finding" installation (a JUST 
Monument) housed permanently in the school.



LandFillHarmonic

Jo Nardolillo, Zach Humes, Ethan Sobotta

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

Design, build, and perform on unique instruments 
created from discarded materials. We will trace what 
happens to our garbage here in Seattle and explore 
access to music as a social justice issue. The Summit 
will culminate in composing and performing original 
music on our instruments.

• Must have Experience playing music in an 
ensemble setting



The Magic Circle: 
the Compelling 
World of Games

Susan Fine, Jordan Rosin, Adam Ross

• 8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

When we play games, we enter what 
game designers call “the magic circle,” an 
imagined space that differentiates the 
rules and world of a game from our 
everyday reality. This summit invites 
participants into that magic circle (or 
many of them), where each day we’ll 
play a variety of analog (non-computer 
based) games while we explore games’ 
relevance to inclusion, belonging, access, 
and community.

• No special requirements!



Making Comics for the World 
We Want to Live In

Molly Mac, Curtis Hisayasu, Claire Cowie

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

Students will immerse in the craft of comic 
making, while introducing the representation 
and ethics that create meaningful and 
inclusive narratives. Meet Seattle comics 
creators who are using their art and writing 
to highlight the challenges of our 
contemporary moment. Ultimately, craft 
your own comics projects, while considering 
what role comics can play in building a more 
equitable, just, and sustainable future!

• We will be taking some day-trips to visit comics 
making sites and public art. Students will be 
expected to produce creative comics work. No 
particular artistic experience or talent required



The March Goes On: Civil 
Rights Past, Present and Future

• Amina Loftin, Christian Stallworth, Kevin Alexander, Mike Moss, 
Rachel Fumia

• 10th;11th;12th

• This summit takes you on a personal, racial, and historical 
journey through key moments and places of the Civil Rights 
Movement of the past to help you understand the present. Using 
the power of perspective and place, we will visit significant sites 
in the U.S. South. We will connect the events of the past to the 
current struggles for civil rights. After 10 days of travel, we will 
return to Seattle to develop a personalized plan to join in the 
ongoing movement for a just and equitable society.

• More details next slide



The March Goes 
On - Details

• Students need to complete an application 

• Pre-summit meetings will include some 
meetings and trainings during the Interest 
Group flex time on Fridays. There will be 
some out-of-school events related to our 
pre-summit planning. 

• Overnight travel will take place for 10 days 
during Summit time. Students must 
participate in pre and post travel days so 
must be available entire Summit period. 4. 

• Estimated fee per student is $2400.  X-Fund 
available for students on financial aid. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBJRjxDGreDJgoiH508nfSHnSZaThgiPOxOkthy1PoCVD_Ow/viewform


Material Science & Engineering 

• Olivia Heeter
• 11th;12th

• Have you ever been curious about the materials that 
surround you? Why do certain materials behave the 
way they do? Material science simply studies solids and 
the different properties these solids have so that we can 
use them in our everyday lives. We will spend time 
learning about metals, ceramics, glass, polymers, and 
composites. This will be a fast-paced, quick introduction 
to the field of material science!

• There is a heavy, hands-on lab approach to this 
summit where we will be doing 1 or 2 labs a day. 
Only juniors and seniors may take this summit.



Radically Me

Harumi LaDuke, Samantha Lee, Maiensy Sanchez

• 10th;11th;12th

Have you ever felt unsure about what to think or do? 
Do you wish you had a reliable compass of your own 
to help figure out the next right step? In this Summit, 
you will explore a variety of practices from different 
cultural contexts, both modern and ancient, that 
allow you to listen to your own intuition. This course 
is about your individual journey towards radical self-
acceptance.

• Student should be aware that this is NOT a 
Summit about mindfulness or meditation. 
Rather, it requires students to actively 
engage in self-exploration and self-
awareness.



Rock Climbing

• Malia Taggart, Reid Koss and Maddy Huggins

• 8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

• Join us to learn fundamental indoor and outdoor 
climbing and belaying skills. We’ll spend our first week 
learning safety skills for climbing both indoors and out. 
We’ll discuss the environmental impacts of climbing as 
a sport, as well as racial and socioeconomic barriers to 
accessing and inclusion within climbing spaces. For our 
second week, we’ll head to Bend, Oregon for four days 
to climb outside at Smith Rock.

• Open to all levels of climbing experience --
total beginners are welcome! Overnight the 
second week at Smith Rock, we will leave 
Monday and return Thursday. We will be 
camping for 4 days in a campsite.



Robotics and Ethics

Zach Groshell & Jeremy Scheuer

• 6th;7th

Making robots out of LEGO Mindstorms is a fun entry point 
into the exciting world of robotics. This Summit consists of a 
series of design challenges that require students to prototype 
and test their LEGO creations in a collaborative setting. Along 
the way, students will engage in film and discussion around 
contemporary trends and ethical considerations surrounding 
the design of robots.

• This is a hands-on Summit with some discussion and 
writing components. Open to 6th & 7th Grade Students.



SENSational Self-Care: 
Strategies for wellness 
using the 5 senses

• Erin Keeton-Howard, Maya Soto

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

• Stressed? Anxious? Overloaded? Join 
us as we explore ways to take care of 
yourself utilizing all 5 senses. We will 
engage our senses in movement, 
creativity, mindfulness, nature, art, 
music, and relaxation during our time 
together. During the summit you will 
reflect and assess your current level of 
balance and coping skills. At the end of 
the Summit you will have your very own 
self care plan and strategies for 
maintaining your best self.



Science Fiction, 
Science Film

• Clare Prowse, Isaac Meyer

• 9th;10th;11th;12th

• Students who take part in this summit 
will learn to critically view how media 
portrays science as a phenomenon. How 
the process of science is anywhere along 
the spectrum of magical, unknown and 
mysterious to logical and infallible. This will 
challenge how they think about science and 
its place in explaining the world around it 
and how easy it can be used to create 
misinformation and misconception.

• Parental permission forms will be 
required for students under 17 
years of age because this Summit 
will interact with films with MPAA 
Ratings above PG-13



S(h)elf Discovery: 
Disruption in the 
Library

Jenna Gareis, Mercy Hume, Alicia Kalan

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th;11th;12th

Reading isn’t a solo experience; it’s a 
conversation. Examine why there is a lack 
of representation in the Young Adult 
publishing industry, how books are 
marketed and why certain books 
resonate with us while others fall flat. We 
will speak with industry insiders, write a 
Reading Autobiography and reviews to 
share with our community, and spend a 
significant amount of time reading daily.



Songwriting and 
Recording

• Chris Pesce, Clarke Reid, Steven Wilbur

• 9th;10th;11th;12th

• Songwriting is a craft and a profession, 
and it’s also a fun way to share your ideas 
and creativity. In Week 1, we will look at 
the approach songwriters take to writing, 
how to write melodies, how to write lyrics, 
and how to put melody and lyrics together. 
In Week 2, we will learn basic production 
and recording techniques & record one of 
your songs using Digital Audio 
Workstation.

• We will be creating every day and 
sharing some of our work with 
peers for feedback.



Urban Agriculture and 
Sustainability

Elvin Jones, Shivani Vakharia, Erik Szabados

• 6th;7th;8th;9th;10th

Where does our food come from? What are the social and 
environmental impacts of our food system? This Summit will use the 
NWS farm/garden as a space to learn skills in urban agriculture and gain 
a deeper understanding of our food system through a social justice lens. 
We will split our time between working in this ever-evolving space and 
volunteering at Seattle organizations focused on food justice and urban 
agriculture.

• No experience in gardening needed, but this Summit includes 
outdoor physical work everyday, rain or shine. Please be excited 
to get dirty, work hard, and have loads of fun.


