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Dear Members of the NWS Community,

What a privilege to share with you a message of 
optimism and gratitude as we enter a new year.  
I hope you will join me in pausing to reflect on all 
we have accomplished and celebrating what is to 
come. Despite the challenges we have confronted, 

including transitioning to in-person learning 
and navigating the intricacies of COVID-19, 

our students are learning, growing, 
connecting, and thriving. In large 
part, this is because of your belief in 
Northwest and in the power of creating 
a community focused on Belonging, 
our theme for our 41st chapter. 

In July, I began my tenure as Head of 
School and welcomed several new senior 

administrators and faculty, all of whom 
have invigorated our school with their collective 
enthusiasm, imagination, and experience.  
And the best is yet to come because we  
are just getting started.  

I write to thank you for trusting in my leadership and 
vision for The Northwest School. You have been there, 
supporting our mission, upholding our values, and 
making the impossible, possible, even during a time of 
great challenge.  

Because of you, our students are receiving the 
support they require to succeed academically and 
socially. They are learning to become conscientious 
global citizens who understand the strength of 
community, the importance of self-responsibility, and 
the power of inquiry. In them, I see the caring and 
creative agents o  f change our world requires.  

Without your care, we could not have exceeded 
our Annual Fund goal or met last year’s financial aid 
goals. Thank you. You are making an impact—one 
that is transforming students’ lives and making our 
community that much stronger. Thank you for caring 
so deeply and for believing in The Northwest School.  
I am inspired to lead this extraordinary institution into 
a new chapter full of promise and purpose.  

With gratitude, 

Ray Wilson • Head of School



Financials
Other Income  $50,920 

PPP Loan  $2,368,025 
Interest Income  $23,798 

Contributions & Special Events  $355,855 
XFund Contributions  $240,190 

Endowment Contributions  $228,973 
Tuition and Fees  $19,448,425 

Salaries/Benefits/Payroll Taxes  $14,416,329 
Facilities & Maintenance   $1,264,808 

Financial Aid  $3,074,454 
Program Expense  $2,308,029 

General Administration  $1,120,652 
Food Program  $493,284 

Development  $77,404 

Fiscal Year 2020-21 (Audited)

Operating Revenue  $22,716,186

Operating Expenses  $22,794,961



Your generosity makes all that we do at 
The Northwest School possible. In addition 
to covering budgeted costs, your support 
over the past year helped the school to 
meet unexpected expenses, ensuring 
that each student an excellent education 

during a challenging time. The 2020-2021 
annual fund also helped with additional 
expenses including professional 
development to support remote 
learning and working, costs related to 
COVID-19, a new health coordinator 
faculty member, the transition back 
to campus during Trimester 3, and 
so much more. Our sincere thanks to 
each and every family who supported 

the annual fund!

Gifts to the endowment help ensure the 
long-term health of the school as the interest 
earned on the endowment each year is 
applied to specific areas, or is unrestricted 
and used where needed, per the direction of 
the donor. New endowments can be created 
to benefit a specific area of the school with 
pledges of $100,000 and more.  Many thanks 
to the previous contributors to the following 
endowments, whose past support continues 
to benefit Northwest today!

The Northwest School Endowments:

• Senior Financial Aid Endowment

• Cunningham Endowment

• Marishnikov Endowment

• Rainier Scholars Fund

• Raymond Taussig Terry  
Financial Aid Endowment

Uniquely 
Northwest 

Annual Fund

Endowment

Click to view 
list of donors

http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/RTT-FA-donor-list-16-17.pdf
http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/Donor-List-UNW-FINAL.pdf
http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/Donor-List-UNW-FINAL.pdf


105
$29,281

$1,218

Financial Aid

Click to view  
Raymond Taussig Terry 
Endowment donor list

Students Receiving Financial Aid

Average Financial Aid Tuition Award

Average Financial Aid Experience Fund Award

The Northwest School is committed to attracting 
and educating a diverse student body. Our 
financial aid endowment is essential to helping 
us increase the socio-economic diversity in our 
student population. We are deeply committed to 
diversity and maintaining a community that includes 
individuals and families who represent a wide 
variety of identities. All members of The Northwest 
School community benefit from the significant 
investment donors have made to The Northwest 
School’s endowment. These investments make the 
learning experience richer and more rewarding for 
all students in The House. Our community has come 
together to invest in the Raymond Taussig Terry 
Financial Aid Endowment, growing the fund  
to $13,672,801 million. 

Financial Aid Expenditures  $3,202,392

 Operating Budget  $2,675,746

 Endowment Draw  $398,708

 Experience Fund  $127,938

http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/RTT-FA-donor-list-16-17.pdf
http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/Donor-List-RTT-FINAL.pdf
http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/Donor-List-RTT-FINAL.pdf
http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/Donor-List-RTT-FINAL.pdf


We believe in creating an equitable grade level 
experience in which every student can access 
resources, and opt in to all school programs, 
without concern for their family’s capacity to 

pay. Unique in the Seattle area, The Northwest 
Experience Fund is our most important 

financial tool for ensuring an equitable 
and inclusive experience for all. Gifts 

to The Northwest Experience Fund 
are awarded to families who 

receive tuition financial aid, and 
cover costs beyond tuition. 
Northwest meets 100% of a 
family’s additional expenses. 
Thanks to your support last 
year, we were able to provide 
the benefits shown at left to 
our families.

The Northwest 
Experience Fund

$1,338
$29,108
$25,627
$9,586
$2,326
$33,928
$906
$5,265
$16,825
$2,316

Athletic Equipment & Video Streaming Fees

Textbooks 

NWS Bus Program & Orca Cards

COVID Grocery Assistance

At-home Internet Service

Laptops & Accessories

Outdoor Program

Sports Fees

Tutoring & Summer Geometry Studies

Yearbooks Click to view  
XFund donor list

http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/RTT-FA-donor-list-16-17.pdf
http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/Donor-List-XFund-FINAL.pdf
http://northwestschool.org/_ui/img/public-documents/Donor-List-XFund-FINAL.pdf


We are fortunate to have a dedicated group of volunteers 
who help throughout the year. Thank you parents/guardians, 
alumni, and alumni parents for contributing your time, talent, 
and enthusiasm. You make all the difference!

We are also grateful to all our families who secured 
corporate matching gifts and volunteer hours through  
their employers. These additional gifts made an impact  
and are greatly valued. Our current list of matching 
employers includes:

We highlighted Northwest’s 40th 
anniversary at our second virtual 

Pizazz, April 27–30. During the 
celebratory event, our community came 

together and contributed $406,000 to support our 
NWS families through the Raymond Taussig Terry 

Financial Aid Endowment Fund and The Northwest 
Experience Fund. We are grateful to you for making 

this event our most successful yet!

Starting in the fall of 2020, the Northwest 
Dining Program brought a weekly “House 

Specialty” meal to the tables of our 
current families. This allowed students 
to enjoy familiar favorites (yakisoba, 
Thai curry, spaghetti, burrito bowls) 
while giving their family members 
the opportunity to discover the NWS 
kitchen’s tasty lunch offerings.  
This special delivery program also 

maintained a revenue stream for  
our local farm suppliers. 

Apple Inc.

Biogen Inc.

Delta Dental

Google LLC

HP Inc.

IBM Corporation

Microsoft Corporation

Piper Sandler Companies

Starbucks Corporation

Our Culture  
of Giving

Pizazz
Celebrating 40 years 



Founded 1980

Give now!

Mission statement
The Northwest School offers a faculty who engage 
each student in sequential, cross-disciplinary study 
in the Humanities, Sciences, and the Arts. 

We are a diverse community of people who 
challenge each other to learn in a healthy, creative, 
and collaborative atmosphere of respect for 
ourselves, others, and the environment. 

We graduate students with historical, scientific, 
artistic, and global perspective, enabling them to 
think and act with integrity, believing they have a 
positive impact on the world.

Follow us!

northwestschool.org
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https://www.instagram.com/thenorthwestschool/
https://forms.diamondmindinc.com/northwestschool/onlinegiving3?token=593415906
http://northwestschool.org
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https://twitter.com/northwestschool

